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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

  
  

The year has started well for Wellington Friendship Force. Already we have day hosted 
Washington Capital with great success.  Many thanks to Cindy and her team for organising 
reciprocal hospitality to a club that looked after our members so well during their recent 
journey to the USA. Also a special thanks to “Nurse Kathy” who very kindly looked after a not 
so well ambassador. 
 
Now we are looking forward to a visit from Newcastle Australia. Lynnda and her team have 
compiled a very extensive and interesting programme for this group of ambassadors.  Sadly, 
there are only 8 ambassadors and so not everyone in the club has an opportunity to host 
BUT everyone is invited to the bulk of the activities.  Please make an effort to attend 
something and extend the hand of friendship to our Australian cousins. 
 
After April we embark on our first outbound journey (domestic to Blenheim) for the year. This 
journey is led by Ngaire and a very enjoyable three days is in store for those 15 club 
members who have signed up for the journey. Many of our members are taking the 
opportunity, once in the South Island, to travel further south and we wish them well in their 
travels. 
 
Our first inbound journey for 2019 has been confirmed – Derbyshire UK. This will be a return 
journey as we go there in September of this year. We are looking for a committee to run this 
exchange. 
 
It is probably time to think about 2020. All members will be canvassed on this matter in July 
this year. Some people are already thinking about this and have suggested Israel, Cyprus, 
Egypt and southern Europe –  so think ahead for what you would like to suggest. 
 
April 29 will be our “Show “n” Tell for the recent outbound journey to the USA. 
It will also be an EGM of the club for the purpose of considering succession planning for the 
club. We have a nominee for Secretary and this can be confirmed at the EGM but we also 
need a Vice President.  Please give some thought as to who should lead the club in the 
2018/19 year. 
 

Rhys Morris 

 
President 
April 2018. 
 

  



RECENT EVENTS 

 

Washington DC Gets Some Good Old Kiwi Hospitality in Wellington 
  
What a wonderful weekend we enjoyed in early March!  Washington DC, USA, was passing through 
Wellington so we decided to give them some good Kiwi hospitality.  
 
Our group met them and had a coffee together on the Friday morning, before they went looking around Te 
Papa. After lunch Joyce, Lynnda and Cathy took them on a walk around the waterfront and up the Cable 
Car to look over Wellington. That night we put on a potluck dinner for them and fed them well. We enjoyed a 
sing along and taught them a stick game.  
 
On Saturday we picked them up at the hotel and took them around the Wellington coastline. After lunch at 
the Chocolate Fish we went to a variety of different spots. Thank you to Cathy and John, Lynnda and Tony, 
Christine and Cindy, Graham and Jenny and Joyce for giving so much to make this such a great weekend. 
You did our club proud.  
 

       
   
We wish Barbara all the very best and hope she has a good recovery while in Christchurch.  
 

 

Kapiti Combined Picnic 
 

We had perfect weather for a combined picnic with FF Kapiti at Queen Elizabeth Park on.   
 
It was great to catch up with friends from earlier ‘Journeys’ and discuss future plans and we had 
some fun games after lunch.  
 

             
 



                                                                                                   
 
And a note from Beverley, of the Kapiti Club: 
 
Our picnic was a most enjoyable social occasion, we had plenty of time to enjoy the lovely 
sunshine (or enjoy some shade under the trees), time to chat to friends and to participate in some 
fun games.   
 
Jenny Wigley scored bulls eye with the bean bag board - getting three bean bags through the hole 
one after the other.  The gumboot throwing was not as easy as it looked, nor was the ladder golf.   
 
Thanks everyone for taking part. 
 
Thanks Rhonda and Kapiti Club and Jaye for getting us together. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  



New Zealand Friendship Force 33rd Annual National Conference 
Whangarei 14 – 16 February, 2018 
 
Lyn and Rhys Morris represented us at this conference.  Here is a summary of key conference 
messages. 

 
Programme 
Day One  Field Reps, President and Leaders’ meeting 

    Welcome at Terenga Paraoa Marae 
    Whangarei Bus Tour 
 

Day Two Address by Matthew Nidek, FFI Director of Finance and Operations 
Report by Field Reps of Field Reps, President and Leaders’ meeting 
Workshops on Leadership, Journeys, Technology and Membership 
Outdoor games and Conference Dinner 
 

Day Three Report back from Workshops 
Raffle draw, awards and 
presentations, closing comments 
 

 
President and Leaders’ Meeting 

Key points arising from Field Reps, President and Leaders’ meeting 
 
FFI developments and marketing and IT initiatives 

• New website (member funded) launched and new information in the new website. 

• New strategic goals and an updated plan 

• International Advisory Board with high level personalities for marketing 

• New brochure coming out 

• eNewsletter replaces the Leadership Communiqué 

• 2016 and 2017 Annual report on website 

• Participation in journeys increased (more journeys but journey sizes getting smaller) 

• Fundraising money (Legacy Fund and 40th Anniversary Fund money not included in the 
operating budget, USA Govt provided some funds for these.) 

• Legacy Fund  is for scholarships, translation services, club development  

• Operating budget includes computer and IT costs. 

• Changes in staffing – many FFI staff now work from home and the premises are leased out 

• Focus on replacing staff at FFI with regional part time staff.  Kimberley Fraser (Melbourne) 
is newly appointed as our Regional Representative. 

• 2018 priorities – setting goals (for clubs and FFI) and new leadership training programmes 

• Domestic journeys increased, Global journeys are the same, Club journeys are falling 

• Fees – USD150 a week for Club exchanges (to the Club), UDS 140 a week for FFI fees.  
Anything above the USD150 needs to be broken down and the Ambassador Co-ordinator 
needs to agree to the increase 

• A Club can request for three Clubs above or below the equator.  The only Clubs that get 
three journeys are Australia and New Zealand because they have to travel so far. 



Conferences 

• “Off year” for conferences both international and NZ domestic. 

• NZ National Leadership Forum to be held in Kapiti (2 days, 14-15 February 2019).  

• Forum to be one night hosting (14 Feb). 

• 2 members only from each Club 

• Request for a volunteer Club for the 2020 National NZ Conference. 
 
2017 40th Anniversary Conference - Manchester 

• Alternating year for the FFI conference.   

• Division between wanting a business focus and a cultural focus. 

• Future World Conferences will be Business Conferences 

• Festival programmes Florida – Spring – is a cultural experience 

• Virtual member development events (online seminars) 

• Leadership Journeys – development for new leaders (costs except travel met by 
sponsorship money) 

• 2019 Conference likely to be in the USA 
 
Domestic journey travel funds 

• USD10 a person per day 

• Funds to be routed through FFI and returned to the country of origin 

• 2017 funds held by FFI for NZ = USD3200 

• Brainstorm among meeting participants as to what the money should be used for.  A 
number of suggestions were made – however - 

• Consensus was that it be used nationally rather than be distributed to one or two Clubs only. 

• A motion was passed by participants that a tool-kit for marketing for recruiting members be 
developed.  The application for the money will need to be on a specific application form and 
made by the Field Reps to FFI.  The Field Reps would welcome suggestions for the 
contents of this tool kit. 

 
National websites 

• Clubs need to check both FFI and national websites to ensure information is 
consistent. 

 
Other NZ developments 

Gwendolyn Needham (Whangarei) replaces Ross Stevens as Northern Regional Field Rep.  
Ross has completed his four years. 
 

 
President and Leaders’ meeting 

 

If you would like the full report on this conference, please email Rhyslyn2051@gmail.com 

mailto:Rhyslyn2051@gmail.com


 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 
NEWCASTLE AUSTRALIA VISIT 3 – 9 APRIL 
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our programme for the Newcastle Australia visit is now confirmed (see below) and all 
members are welcome to join us for these events. 

Please let Lynnda know (tonyandlynnda@gmail.com or 021 596632) if you will be 

attending any of these events: 
   

4 April, Wednesday – Kaitoke & Sausage sizzle ($2 coin donation for lunch)  
Meet at the end car park by the swing bridge and toilets at 11am.   
Drive to Kaitoke and explore the beautiful regional park, including nature walks and the site of Rivendell, 
from The Lord of the Rings films.  There will be lots of opportunities for photos of our natural rivers and 
forest.   
Sausage sizzle lunch,  BYO morning tea and drinks. 
(If it is very wet we will have tour Upper Hutt, the Dowse Art Galleries and Pioneer Museum.) 
We are going to Expressions to see the Mona Lisa Exhibition at 2.15pm. 

 
5th April, Thursday – Around the Bays Mystery Drive       

Meet at Tug Boat, Oriental Bay, at 10am    
Our drive will leave from here at 10.15am. Bring your own morning tea to have at the bunkers. Lunch at 
the Chocolate Fish Café at 1.45pm. After lunch we will visit Weta Workshop Shop (not tour).    
Evening – out with dinner hosting. 

 
6th April, Friday   - Cable Car and Botanic Gardens       

Meet Kanteen Café at 9.45am for our monthly WFF coffee morning, which we will share with our 
Newcastle visitors.  
At 11am walk and take the Cable Car to visit the Cable Car Museum, take our time walking down to the 
Rose Gardens, and then enjoy for lunch at The Picnic Café (own cost) at 1pm.  
 

7th April, Saturday – Somes (Matiu) Island Visit   
Meet at Days Bay at 10.15am to catch the ferry to Somes (Matiu) Island at 10.30am. This island is 
entrenched in local history. Bring a picnic lunch. We will catch the 2.50pm ferry back to Day’s Bay for 
coffee at Kate and David’s Place. 

 
8th April, Sunday – Waterfront walk and Te Papa       

Meet at Wellington Railway Station at 10.15 and stroll along the waterfront towards Te Papa, taking 
in some highlights along the way and visiting the Civic Centre. We will have lunch at the open market 
(own cost). We will visit the ANZAC display and then you will be free to wander around the museum at 
your own pace.  
Evening – Farewell Dinner at The Country Thai Café, Tawa at 6pm, own cost. 
 

9th April Monday – Newcastle leave from Wellington Airport – Flight NZ849 at 4pm. 
 
Remember!  Please RSVP to Lynnda immediately if you are attending any of the above events -  
tonyandlynnda@gmail.com or 021 596632. 

   

mailto:tonyandlynnda@gmail.com
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Show and Tell   
 

What? Presentation on the USA journey.  

We will also have a brief Extraordinary General Meeting to elect Vice 

President and Secretary.  

When? Sunday 29 April, at 2pm  

Where? Capital Rodders Club Rooms  
Onepoto Rd, Titahi Bay  

What to bring? Please bring a plate for afternoon tea and a gold coin donation to 
cover hall hire fee.  

This is an ideal opportunity to bring a potential member.  

And afterwards? If you would like to go out for dinner afterwards,  please RSVP 
Lynnda Bouzaid: tonyandlynnda@gmail.com    
 

 

    
 

April Coffee Morning  

 

As above, our Monthly Morning Tea will be shared with our Newcastle visitors on 
Friday, 6 April, at 9.45am at Kanteen Café, 7-11 Waterloo Quay, Pipitea, 
Wellington 6011 
 

This café is just past the old Waterloo Hotel. We hope as many as possible of you will join us, as 
this is a great opportunity meet our Newcastle visitors. 

 
It would be great to see you here.  Bring a friend if you wish.   

Please RSVP to lynnda.bouzaid@gmail.com or txt 021 596632 if you are able to join us.  

 
Next Coffee morning: Thursday 24th May at Iwi Café in Lower Hutt, 58 Guthrie Street  
Waiwhetu.   Mark it in your diary now.  Details will follow in next month’s newsletter. 
 
 
Nuts ‘n Bolts Day 

 
This will be held in Feilding in August.  More details later. 
Note:  It will be Wellington’s turn to organise this in 2019. 
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INWARD AND OUTWARD JOURNEYS FOR 2018:  

  
  
New terminology – Exchanges now Journeys  

                                 ED – Inwards – now Host co-ordinator HC  

                                 ED - Outward – now Ambassador co-ordinator AC   

Inbound  

April: Inbound Newcastle Australia, normal exchange. HC is Lynnda Bouzaid  

November: Inbound, Sapporo Japan, normal exchange. HC are John and Ngaire Durnford.    
         Sapporo has appointed an AC and planning is under way.       
 

We have received a request from New Plymouth for a domestic inbound to Wellington.  We will 
invite New Plymouth for three days either the second half of July or mid-October. 
 

Outbound  

    

May: Domestic journey to Blenheim.  AC is Ngaire Durnford.  Planning is well under 

         way. 

 

August/September: Wellington outbound, Bergen Norway and Derbyshire England.  
                               AC is Rhys Morris. Planning is under way. 

 

2019 Proposed journeys 

Inbound 
 
Derbyshire, UK are keen to visit us, possibly in March 2019.  They will also be visiting South 
Taranaki, so discussions are under way. 
 
Birmingham, USA, will also visit us, possibly in September 2019.  They will also be visiting Gold 
Coast, and Blue Mountains Australia, so discussions are under way. 
 
Nelson has also requested a Domestic Journey, but as yet no date has been set. 

 
Outbound 
 
Wellington to Albany Australia, Perth, Australia, and Cape of Good Hope, South Africa.  The 
date for this has not yet been finalised.   
 
Please notify expressions of interest (not commitment) for participation on this journey to Rhys 
at Rhyslyn2051@gmail.com  
 



  

  
  

Save the date(s)  
  

We have been invited to hold our June Morning Tea at the Bob Scott Retirement Village.  
The date has still not yet been confirmed, but will be either Wednesday 14 or Thursday 15 
June.  Mark them in your diary now so you will be able to join us for an interesting visit.  More 
details next month.  

  

  

  

…. AND A FEW FINAL REMINDERS  

  

  

  

WEB SITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE  

Remember to check these out. This is the way of the future! Newsletters will no longer be 
emailed but will be placed directly here on the website. New members’ features are coming!!  

www.friendshipforce.co.nz/wellington  

https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipForceWellington  

    

T SHIRTS  

In future we may be organising these ourselves.  Please let Lyn Morris know if you would like to 

purchase one:  Rhyslyn2051@gmail.com . 

 . 

WELFARE  

If you know of any club members or their family with sickness or bereavement, please contact 

Judith Clarke at jbclarke@xtra.co.nz or phone 569 5280  

UPCOMING NEW ZEALAND EXCHANGES  
2018 Outward Exchanges from New Zealand  

Date  NZ Club  Overseas Club  
April  Kapiti Coast   Greater Taipei, Taiwan and Nanjing, China  

May  Thames/Coromandel  Big Canoe and Fort Worth, USA  

June  New Plymouth  Helsingborg, Sweden and Varel, Germany  

June  Taupo  Perth and Adelaide, Australia  

July  Christchurch  Biarritz, France and Isle of Wight, UK  

July  Gisborne  San Diego County and Kauai, USA  

August  Auckland, North Shore  Gold Coast and Mount Barker, Australia  

August/September  Wellington  Bergen, Norway and Derbyshire, UK  

September  Hamilton and Waikato  Albany, Australia  

November  Whangarei  Ehime and Saitama, Japan  

November  Nelson  North Moreton and Blue Mountains, Australia  
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2018 COMMITTEE  

Rhys Morris                  President  119 Seddon St    567 7656  

                                                                            Naenae  
   Lower Hutt  021 854 800  

  

  

Lyn Morris                   Secretary  119 Seddon St    567 7656  

                                                                            Naenae  
     Lower Hutt  021 854 800   
 

John Durnford                           Treasurer            24 Euston Road                            970 0858 

                                                                             Wadestown                                      
                                 Wellington                               027 813 6342  
  

  

Bernie Blackwell          Committee  9 Edwin Street  565 4428  
                Belmont Domain  

 Lower Hutt  021 046 2644  
  

  

Lynnda Bouzaid         Committee  43 Chapman Street  478 5963  
                                                                                 Johnsonville  
 Wellington  021 596 632  

  

  

Jaye Howey             Committee  7 Summit Road  938 5508  

  Fairfield  
 Lower Hutt  027 249 2508  
  

  

Heather Salmon         Committee/   29 Hinau Street  569 7975  
         Editor  Woburn  
 Lower Hutt  027 245 8694  
   

  
 Non-Committee roles        

Judith Clarke            Almoner  31a St Ronan’s Ave  569 5280  
    Waterloo  

 Lower Hutt  027 407 8694  

  

  

Tony Bouzaid      Auditor             43 Chapman Street  478 5963  
       Johnsonville  

                                                                                   Wellington                      027243 8350  
  

 
Debbie Lattey  Field  117 Otaihanga Rd  04 293 3252  
 Representative  Paraparaumu   


