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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

  
  

Many thanks to the large number of members who attended our recent EGM – Extraordinary 
General Meeting. The meeting elected Lynnda as our Vice President and Lyn as our 
Secretary. Sir John Clarke was also elected to the committee.  
 
Following on from our EGM was a great “Show ‘n Tell” session. Presentations were given by 
members who journeyed outbound to New York, North Carolina and Florida. The 
presentations were very informative and at times perhaps embarrassing but amusing. A 
fabulous afternoon tea was enjoyed by all. Well done to all concerned. 
 
These types of club activities are a good opportunity to introduce prospective members to the 
club and I’m sure our visitor on this occasion thoroughly enjoyed herself. 
 
Newcastle Australia have been and gone.  Lynnda and her team compiled a very extensive 
and interesting programme for this group of ambassadors.  Sadly, there were only 8 
ambassadors and so not everyone in the club had an opportunity to host but everyone was 
invited to the majority of the activities. It was pleasing to see a good turnout from members to 
activities that were available to all. Well done to Lynnda and her team. 
 
May saw us embark on our first outbound journey (Domestic to Blenheim) for the year. This 
journey was led by Ngaire and a very enjoyable four days was had by those 15 club 
members who went on the journey. The Blenheim Club had an extensive and intensive 
programme organised for us, including wineries, an olive farm, coastal visit (to view 
earthquake raised sea bed), welcome dinner and general sightseeing including the Aviation 
Museum. Well done to the Blenheim Club and many thanks to Ngaire our Co-ordinator. 
Some of our members took the opportunity, once in the South Island, to travel further south 
and extend their South Island break. 
 
Our first inbound journey for 2019 has been confirmed – Derbyshire UK. This will be a return 
journey as we go there in September of this year. We are looking for a committee to run this 
exchange. 
 
It is probably time to think about 2020. All members will be canvassed on this matter in July 
this year. Some people are already thinking about this and have suggested, Israel, Cyprus, 
Egypt and southern Europe – think ahead. 

 
 

Rhys Morris 
President 
May 2018 

  



 

 

 
 

RECENT EVENTS 

 

Newcastle Australia Visit 3 – 9 April 

  
We were lucky enough to have Newcastle visit us for 6 days after they had a week in Wanganui 
and a mini-bus tour around the central North Island. 
  
One of their highlights was our trip to Kaitoke for a walk and a sausage sizzle lunch. After lunch we 
attended Upper Hutt’s Impressions Gallery to see an exhibition of the Mona Lisa, which was 
outstanding. 
 

                   
  

Kaitoke Regional Park 
 

Other activities we did included an Around the Bays Mystery Drive, which pointed out landmarks, 
and told stories of Maori and European history. We also enjoyed our cable car ride to the Rose 
Gardens and waterfront walk to Te Papa and the food market.  The weather was not on our side 
for Somes Island, but we enjoyed visiting three art galleries and historic points around Eastbourne, 
as well as the Settlers Museum in Petone.   
 

                       
  
The trip was a lovely way for us to show off our city and have many of our members participate in 
several of the activities. 
  
Thank you to Kate and Gloria for hosting us for wonderful morning teas. I would also like to thank 
our hosts and dinner hosts for making Newcastle so welcome. 
 
Lynnda Bouzaid 
Host Co-ordinator 
 



 

 

 
Domestic Journey to Blenheim 7-10 May 2018 
 
What a wonderful few days the 15 of us from Wellington enjoyed in Marlborough, thanks to the 
hospitality of FF Blenheim Club. 

Over the 3 days we visited several interesting attractions in the Blenheim area, including the 
Omaka Aviation Heritage Museum, the Flaxbourne Olive Oil establishment, and some leisurely 
time in Havelock. 

We were also taken to Ward beach to see the uplifted shoreline, where Ian Speden explained the 
geological reasons for this change, which was caused by the 2016 Kaikoura earthquake. 

Being in the Marlborough wine area, we visited 3 different vineyards where most of us participated 
in the obligatory wine tasting. May, as it turned out, was a lovely time to be in this area; all the 
vines were changing colour (just before pruning). What a spectacular sight across the valley and 
hillsides, just a sea of yellow. 

We all agreed it was a very successful exchange and would welcome a return visit from the 
Blenheim club in the future. 

Ngaire Durnford 

Ambassador Co-ordinator 

 

    
      Amazing tableaux at the Omaka Aviation                                    Wine tasting                                                     More wine tasting! 
                     Heritage Centre 

 

   
 
             Lunch at beautiful Havelock    We learn how the olives are pressed                  3-4 metre uplift means new boat- 
                  In Mahau Sound                     launching sites have to be built 
  
 



 

 

                
 

And everywhere the beautiful autumn colours of the vineyards 

 
 
 

 

  

  

  

EGM & Show and Tell   
 

 

Extraordinary General Meeting 29 April 2018 

The meeting was called primarily to appoint committee positions to fill the vacancies left at our AGM in 

November 2017. 

The following positions were filled: 

Vice President Lynnda Bouzaid 

Secretary  Lyn Morris 

Committee  Sir John Clarke 

Thanks to you all for offering to contribute to the running of our club. 

 
 

Show and Tell 
 
This year’s Show and Tell was shared by the participants who went on the Exchange to the USA.  
 
It was wonderful to hear their experiences of New York, Washington DC, North Carolina and Sarasota, 
Florida. Some of the group also went to Cuba and shared with us their travel experiences, including how 
unique they were – even down to carrying their own little stash of loo paper.   
 
Tony capped it off with various photos of funny experiences throughout the trip.  Lesson: Be on your best 
behaviour if you are away with Spy Tony.    
 
To find out more about this experience you are welcome to borrow the travel journal from Tony.    John 
Durnford read it and found it very interesting. There was also a report on this exchange in the March 
newsletter. 



 

 

         
 

    
 

Wonderful places, wonderful people 

 

A proud moment 

Our club member and newly elected member of our committee, Sir John Clarke was invested by 

Governor General Dame Patsy Reid as a Knight Companion to the New Zealand Order of Merit 

(KNZM) at Government House last Thursday.  Congratulations, Sir John.  We’re proud of you! 

 

  



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

May Coffee Morning  

 

Our monthly Morning Tea will be 10am on Thursday 24 May, at Iwi Café in Lower 
Hutt, 58 Guthrie Street, Waiwhetu. 

 
It would be great to see you here.  A great opportunity to bring a friend or prospective member with 

you. 

 
Next Coffee morning: Thursday 12 June.  Mark it in your diary now! 

 
The staff at Bob Scott Retirement Village have kindly offered to host us to a free morning tea on 
 
 THURSDAY 14 JUNE 2018 at 10.30 a.m. 
 
Bob Scott Retirement Village is located at 25 Graham Street, Petone. 
 
After the morning tea you are invited to take a tour of the retirement village, if you wish. 
 
As usual, friends and prospective members are very welcome to join us. 
 
For catering purposes, could you please RSVP to Ngaire, Phone 970 0858 or 022 1314 5281, or 
email durnfordnz@gmail.com  by Thursday 7 June 2018.  (Ngaire will also send out a reminder 
closer to the time.) 

  

mailto:durnfordnz@gmail.com


 

 

Meet with Kimberley Day, our NZ/Australia Regional Support Manager 

Kimberly lives in Melbourne and has recently been appointed by FFI to help Australia and NZ clubs 
with exchange situations that may crop up.   

 
This is an opportunity to: 
 

 Get to know Kimberly and her role with FFI.  

 Discuss issues relevant for our clubs: 
- the Domestic Fund 
- the new toolkit 
- membership recruitment and retention ideas 
- leadership development 
- using the internet and social media 
- journeys 

 Ask your questions 
 
Members are strongly urged to attend this function. 
 
Details: 
 
When: Thursday 21 June 2018, 10.00am – 3.00pm 

 
Where: The Coast Community Church, 57 Hinemoa Street, Paraparaumu 

 
Cost:  10 per person for a catered lunch 

 
Enquiries: Colin Ridge colinjanet123@gmail.com  

 
RSVP:   Debbie Lattey debbie@otaihanga.co.nz by 10 June 

 
If you wish to go, please reply to Lyn at Rhyslyn2051@gmail.com as well as Debbie.  We may be 
able to arrange some car-pooling.   
 

 

                Nuts ‘n Bolts Day   
 

This will be held in Feilding in August.  The date has not yet been finalised. 
Note:  It will be Wellington’s turn to organise this in 2019. 
 
  

mailto:colinjanet123@gmail.com
mailto:debbie@otaihanga.co.nz


 

 

FACEBOOK PAGE  

 
Do you check out our postings on our Facebook page? 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipForceWellington   
We update this regularly and you will find more photos and other items of interest there. 
If you have photos suitable for posting, please send them to Lynnda at tonyandlynnda@gmail.com 
However, if they include photos of people, please make sure you have their permission to post 
before you send them. 
 
And with that in mind, we want to be sure we only post your photos on the website or Facebook if 
you are happy for us to do so. If you don’t want any photos of you included in this newsletter 
or on Facebook, please send an email to heather_salmon@xtra.co.nz or 
tonyandlynnda@gmail.com.  If we don’t hear from you we will assume you are happy for us to 
post. 
 
WEBSITE 
 
We update our website regularly too, not only with this newsletter but also with other information.  
Take a moment to check it out often so you can keep up to date with what’s happening.  Go to 
www.friendshipforce.co.nz/wellington   
  
   

FRIENDSHIP FORCE SHIRTS ORDER 

 

As you may be aware, when we are meeting ambassadors or travelling to other clubs, we like to 

wear our Friendship Force shirts.  This helps others recognise us, and also helps promote our Club 

to the public. 

 

We are aware that some members do not currently own one, so we intend to put in a club order 

soon.  This will be much more efficient than doing it individually. 

 

If you would like to order one, please send an email to Lyn Morris at Rhyslyn2051@gmail.com .  

She’ll tell you what to do. 

 

If any no-longer-travelling members have shirts they would like to donate or loan, please phone or 

email Lyn Morris. 

 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipForceWellington
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INWARD AND OUTWARD JOURNEYS FOR 2018:  

  
  
New terminology – Exchanges now Journeys  

                                 ED – Inwards – now Host co-ordinator HC  

                                 ED - Outward – now Ambassador co-ordinator AC   

Inbound  

November: Inbound, Sapporo Japan, normal exchange. HC are John and Ngaire Durnford.    
Sapporo has appointed an AC and planning is under way, with 13 Ambassadors 
expected. 
 

July:  We will host New Plymouth for a domestic journey in the second half of July.   
This will be a mid-week journey, with the theme of War. 

 
Details will follow in next month’s newsletter. 

 

Outbound  

 

August/September: Wellington outbound, Bergen Norway and Derbyshire England.  
 Hosts have been allocated and the programme is currently being prepared.  AC is 
Rhys Morris. 

 

  



 

 

2019 PROPOSED JOURNEYS 

Inbound 
 
Derbyshire, UK, will visit us February 21 – 28, 2019.  (They will also be going to South Taranaki.) 
Lyn Morris will be Host Co-ordinator.  Communication has already begun with Derbyshire 
Ambassador Co-ordinator, Iain Corran. 
   
Birmingham, USA, has suggested they would like to visit us in September 2019. (They will also be 
going to Gold Coast, Australia and Blue Mountains, Australia).  We will need a Host Co-ordinator 
and an organising committee for this visit. Please offer if you would like be involved. 
 
Nelson has also expressed an interest in a 2019 Domestic Journey but no date has yet been set 
for that. 
 
 
Outbound 
 
Wellington will visit Albany, Australia, Perth, Australia, and Cape of Good Hope, South Africa, 
probably in November 2019. (Date yet to be confirmed.) The Journey Co-ordinator is Rhys Morris.  
We currently have expressions of interest from 18 members, which is the maximum they can host, 
but if you would like to be added to the waiting list please contact Rhys at 
Rhyslyn2051@gmail.com 
 

  

  

  

…. AND A FEW FINAL REMINDERS  

  

  

  

Save the dates 
  

Thursday 12 June, Morning Tea at the Bob Scott Retirement Village.  
 
Thursday 21June 2018, 10.00am – 3.00pm to meet with Kimberley Day 
 
23 – 27 July 2019, FFI World Conference 2019, Boulder, Colorado 
Because of the lasting impact of Hurricane Maria on Puerto Rica, the 2019 World Conference 
dates and location have been changed. 
 
WELFARE  
 
If you know of any club members or their family with sickness or bereavement, please contact  

Judith Clarke at jbclarke@xtra.co.nz or phone 569 5280  
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UPCOMING NEW ZEALAND EXCHANGES  
2018 Outward Exchanges from New Zealand  

Date  NZ Club  Overseas Club  
May  Thames/Coromandel  Big Canoe and Fort Worth, USA  

June  New Plymouth  Helsingborg, Sweden and Varel, Germany  

June  Taupo  Perth and Adelaide, Australia  

July  Christchurch  Biarritz, France and Isle of Wight, UK  

July  Gisborne  San Diego County and Kauai, USA  

August  Auckland, North Shore  Gold Coast and Mount Barker, Australia  

August/September  Wellington  Bergen, Norway and Derbyshire, UK  

September  Hamilton and Waikato  Albany, Australia  

November  Whangarei  Ehime and Saitama, Japan  

November  Nelson  North Moreton and Blue Mountains, Australia  

   

  



 

 

2018 COMMITTEE  

 
 

Rhys Morris                  President 119 Seddon St 
Naenae 
Lower Hutt 

567 7656  
021 854 800 

 

 

Lynnda Bouzaid Vice President 43 Chapman Street 
Johnsonville 
Wellington 

 
   478 5963  
   021 596 632 

 
 

Lyn Morris Secretary 119 Seddon St 
Naenae 
Lower Hutt 

 
567 7656 
021 854 800   
  

 
 

John Durnford Treasurer 24 Euston Road 
Wadestown 
Wellington 

 
970 0858 
027 813 6342 

 

Bernie Blackwell Committee 9 Edwin Street 
Belmont Domain 
Lower Hutt 

 
     565 4428  
     021 046 2644 

 

 

Sir John Clarke Committee 109 Seddon Street 
Naenae 
Lower Hutt 

 
567 8167 
021 714 556 

 

Jaye Howey Committee 7 Summit Road 
Fairfield 
Lower Hutt 

 
938 5508 

    027 249 2508  
 

 

Heather Salmon Committee 
Editor 

29 Hinau Street 
Woburn 
Lower Hutt 

569 7975 
027 245 8694 

Non-Committee roles 

 

Judith Clarke Almoner 31a St Ronan’s Ave 
Waterloo 
Lower Hutt 

    569 5280 
    027 407 8694 

 

Tony Bouzaid Auditor 43 Chapman Street 
Johnsonville 
Wellington 

    478 5963  
    027 243 8350 
 



 

 

 

Debbie Lattey Field 
Representative 

117 Otaihanga Rd 
Paraparaumu 

   04 293 3252  
 

 


