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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I write this report as we are about to go into lockdown.   
The Committee got together and planned a great calendar for the 
year.  All of these are now cancelled until further notice. 
Everyone keep safe – keep in contact with friends and family by 
phone, email and social media.  
 
Now looking back at the year to date:  
 
We had successful coffee mornings in January and February.  
 
The NZFF Conference was interesting, and lots of ideas were shared as to how we can “Be 
Visible”.  Jeremi Snook, FFI President, talked about quality of membership, and not quantity. 
I thought we have such a great club here in Wellington, we certainly have quality.  We 
dressed up to show we were “visible”, and it was a lot of fun (see photos later in this 
newsletter).   
 
We won the award for “Steady Membership” jointly with Manawatu.  We also won “Best 
Facebook” page in the country.  We handed over Best Newsletter to Taupo. 
 
Our Annual Picnic was organised by Kapiti this year. We visited the Big Mac Slab. What an 
amazing place. It was a wonderful catch-up and a lovely setting. There was a car ramble to 
get there and people had a great time and learnt lots about the Coast. 
 
Toronto FF was meant to be here, but sadly they were called home to Canada. I spoke to 
Liz (Journey Co-ordinator) several times. They were having such a good time here in NZ and 
did not want to go home. We have heard they arrived home safely. Hopefully they will come 
back another time. 
 
Tony met with the group going on the Great Lakes Journey. They had sorted out NZ shirts, 
scarves, bandanas and even worked on their poi, stick game, and Haka. It was all very 
impressive. Unfortunately the trip has now been cancelled. 
 
I have decided to hold off on our Domestic Journey until a later date. We were also 
planning to invite clubs to our 35th birthday Matariki Dinner, which is in June, but again will 
hold off for now. 
 
Now some exciting news we have our 2021 journeys. This will further on in the newsletter.   

  
 I wish everyone all the very best and good health through these times. Keep in touch with 
 each other by phone or email.  We need to make sure everyone is looked after. 

 
Keep Safe  

 
 In friendship 

 Lynnda Bouzaid 
 President  
 March 2020 

 
  



 

 

This month’s travel quote: 
 

 
“Live,  travel ,  adventure,  bless and don’t  be sorry .”   
           Jack Kerouac 
( Sor t  o f  puts  our  cur r ent  s i tua t ion  in to  per spect i ve ,  don’ t  you t h ink? )  

  
 

RECENT EVENTS 

  Club Show ‘n Tell and BBQ 
 
We had a great turnout for this afternoon, including a good number of guests, and we were given a 
very interesting report and wonderful photos of our Club’s visit to Capetown, Perth and Albany.  
Thank you to all our presenters. 
 
Unfortunately it wasn’t BBQ weather outside, so we turned it into an indoor BBQ.  Beautiful food 
and great company as we all enjoyed meeting, eating, talking and socialising.   



 

 

                                                      
 

We can always rely on wonderful food at out get-togethers! 
 

   Kapiti Picnic 

 
On Sunday 23 February a good number of our Club set off to Paraparaumu to share a picnic lunch 
with Kapiti Club.  We were invited to join a Car Ramble prior to the picnic, which some of us did.  It 
was great fun following the clues and discovering places and details about Raumati and 
Paraparaumu which most of us knew nothing about!  And the winners were – Jill Vrede, Jim 
Thomson, Heather Salmon and driver Jaye Howey.  Great team effort!  Thank you Kapiti for putting 
so much thought into a great ramble. 
 
The final clue took us to Big Mac’s Slab Creative centre.  What an amazing place, with indoor and 
outdoor picnic tables, furniture on display, demonstration of wood engraving and a huge range of 
other creative arts on display for us to view or buy.   
 
A large number of Kapiti Club members were waiting for us, Big Mac’s provided picnic tables, as 
well as tea and coffee and even some home-cooked baking to supplement the picnics we had 
each brought.  Lots of renewing old acquaintances and making new ones, and lots of fun.  Just 
what Friendship Force is about and Big Mac’s Slabs is certainly a great place to take visitors or to 
buy souvenirs for our future Friendship Force Journeys. 
 

           
    Tony B, Mieke and Tony G       The full group of Kapiti and Wellington FF members       The Car Ramble Champions! 
         relax after lunch on the                            at the picnic 
    Big Mac Slabs outdoor furniture 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

  Petone Fair 
 

As a result of our stand at the Petone Fair, organised by Graham Wigley, we had a great 
response.  About 50 people filled in the form for more information and Jaye and Mieke have 
supplied them with lots of information about our club and FF International.  We have received one 
application for membership, while further follow-ups are planned for a later date when non-
essential travel becomes possible again in New Zealand and/or to other parts of the world.   
 

Keep your fingers crossed (after of course having regularly sanitised them 👍) that we will be able 

to get together for coffee in the near future.   

 
         

  Friendship Force National Conference 

 
Lynnda, Tony, Jenny and Graham attended our Friendship Force National Conference last month.  
They thoroughly enjoyed it, and felt it was good value being there.  Here is a summary of points 
from the conference: 

 The Field Reps will commence a national marketing campaign to promote FF in NZ (once the 
current crisis is over). 

 Each Club will need to have a marketing team who will use Inwards & Outwards Journeys as a 
marketing tool. 

 The Domestic Journey fee for NZ is to be reduced from the proposed $US20 per night back to 
$NZ15 per night.  This money collected will now remain in NZ to be used for marketing FF. 

 To attract younger members, Domestic & Outbound Adventure Journeys will be investigated. 

 Club reserves - The Field Reps suggested that these should be limited to $2,000 - $3,000.  
Some of this should be used for promotion. 

 The format of future conferences to be investigated with perhaps less formal time and more 
activities and fun. 

And …. ….  our Club won the Best Facebook Page and Sustainability Cup  
 
                            Congratulations to all involved!    
 

                                       

And just to show there was time for fun in Blenheim as well, here are a couple of photos: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjH56eNl_PfAhUJXCsKHVywCEEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pressreader.com/new-zealand/the-dominion-post/20120220/281633892153217&psig=AOvVaw0LRGuRCnKNhH9OQhzcQFn0&ust=1547758296750765


 

 

                                
                                      Conference dinner                                               The theme for dress-up evening  
                                                                                                                      was “Be Visible”!   Who’s this? 

 

 

UPDATE ON UP-COMING EVENTS 

 
 

  Operatunity:  
 

We presume all future Operatunity concerts will be cancelled in the foreseeable future.    We will 
cancel our June bookings at this stage. We hope to book again in November for the Christmas 
concert. 
 

 
   

 

  Coffee Mornings 

 
This month’s Coffee Morning was cancelled. 
We’ll update you on our next Coffee morning when the timing of the ending of the lockdown 
becomes clear. 
 
Meanwhile, on Friday 24 April (our next proposed Coffee Morning), grab yourself a coffee 
and a good book, find yourself a comfy chair, and enjoy a little quiet time.  Then pick up the 
phone and call another Friendship Force member for a chat. 

 
 

  



 

 

Committee Meeting 
 
Instead of our expected Committee meeting in late April, we have put together some updates on 
where we are at and some thoughts for when this lockdown is eventually over. 
 

  Our planned BBQ at Bunnings to raise funds for Te Omanga Hospice is now cancelled.  
We raised $59.10 at our last Show and Tell to help with costs.  This will be held in funds until we 
can again organise the BBQ.  We’ll be asking for volunteers when the time is right. 
 

 We were planning to invite Wairarapa and/or Wanganui Clubs for a Domestic Exchange.  
These are obviously now on hold, but we’ll swing into action again when life returns to “normal”! 
 

 For our 2020 Outbound Domestic Journey, by far the most popular choice was the idea of 
travelling on the Northerner for a visit with Hamilton/Waikato Club.  Lynnda was to write to them to 
suggest 10-13 June, but obviously this is also now on hold. 
 

 We were also planning a Matariki Dinner to celebrate our Club’s 35th Birthday in June.  
We’ve made a booking at the Wellington Club.  Again only time will tell if we’ll be able to go ahead 
with this. 
 

 Our International Journeys are also affected: 

 Toronto’s visit 19-23 March was cancelled owing to Covid-19, and our visitors were instead 
 recalled to Canada, where they are currently self-isolating.  We have heard that they arrived 
 safely and are all fit and healthy at this time. 
 Follow the Faultine 11-17 September is pending 

 Bazil’s Nova Lima visit is now sheduled for May 2021.   
 Only time will tell if this will be able to go ahead. 
 

  Our Outward Journey to Greater Hamilton/Burlington Canada and Milwaukee USA, 
scheduled for May, has now been cancelled.  A big thank you to Tony for all his hard work in 
putting this journey together. 

 
 

  



 

 

  Membership 
 
We are delighted to welcome Colin & Raewyn Kitchingman as new members. 
Hopefully, there will be opportunities in the not too distant future for members to get to know 
them.  They are experienced travellers and look forward to hosting other travellers from around the 
world when things normalise.  

 
An extract from the FF Taupo newsletter: 
"For those of us who are retired, self-isolation is not all that difficult.   
BUT right now it is more important than ever to keep in touch with friends and family.  
"A call a day keeps the virus blues away! "  
 
See President Lynnda’s Challenge below for how we can do that.  
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Tony Green has sent you our updated membership list as at 25 March.  Please refer to that 
list when you want to contact members.  Please note the following are no longer members: 

 
Malcolm Bain  
Bruce McDonald 
Gloria Pouprd-Walbridge 
Cindy Switzer 

 And please remember to let Tony know if your contact details change: rarkinorlis@gmail.com  
 
Please remember also, we now accept as members people who are unable to host visitors to stay 
at their home, but who are willing to act as day hosts or dinner hosts for our visitors.  If you have 
friends who fit this category, please feel free to invite them to join us. 
 
 

 April and May Birthdays 
 
Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns to: 
 

April 
 
John Clarke 
Erica Speden 
 

May 
 
Kathy Clarke 
Noel Kilmartin 
 

 
(Please let us know if we have overlooked your birthday so we can get it right next year!) 

 
 

mailto:rarkinorlis@gmail.com
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 

 

Club Profiles  
 

Ngaire and John Durnford 

 

John and Ngaire joined FF Wellington in July 2011 after they both retired. They were talked 
into going onto the committee at their first AGM (4 months after they joined up), a move that 
was to last seven years. 

John, originally from Surrey UK, where he worked for 10 years as an electrical draughtsman, 
developed itchy feet for travel and migrated to Wellington when he was age 27, travelling 
overland from London to India with a group, then on his own country-hopping to NZ. 

Ngaire was born in Napier, the middle child of three. When they were all still quite young their 
mother’s health began to fail and the family moved to Wellington to be near the treatment 
necessary. Ngaire was 12 years old when her mother died, and she became the surrogate 
“mother” of the family. When she was about 20 she got the travel bug and went off on a 3 
year working “OE” to Europe and on an Israeli kibbutz.  

John and Ngaire met at the Wellington YHA social club (remember YHA? – “Your Husband 
Assured”), got married and settled in Wilton 1979 (where they are still). When their two 
children were growing up, John ended up as leader of the local Cub pack and Ngaire leader 
of the local Kea (junior Cubs) group.  

John’s working career was in electrical engineering with National Grid companies, and at 
home enjoys doing maintenance jobs around the house and garden. His interests are music, 
travel and walking & hiking. He plays in a (very amateur) recorder consort and is a member 
of the U3A music appreciation group.  

Ngaire ended her career with the Wellington City Council as an administrator in the Records 
& Technology Dept. She now volunteers at a Mary Potter Hospice shop, is a Wellington 
Cruise Ambassador, and for 10 years has (with John) helped run a travel social club in 
Johnsonville. Her hobbies are reading, gardening, walking and cycling.   

They also still do a couple of casual jobs: ushering at various Wellington event venues (for 
30 years now!), and supervising exams at Victoria University. 

They have a daughter in Melbourne and a son and family (2 grandchildren) in Surrey UK, 
and visit them all regularly.  

http://fabiusmaximus.com/2012/12/31/internet-communities-47427/
http://fabiusmaximus.com/2012/12/31/internet-communities-47427/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 

 

 
 
 

  Just because we care about each other… 

President Lynnda’s challenge: 

This is to make sure we are not alone and support each other through this time. I hope it is fun as 
well…. 

 
Over the time of “Lockdown” I would like our Friendship Force members to support each other, so 
your challenge is at least once a week: 
 
1. Ring one of our members who is 4 above or below you on the phone list. 

 
2. Email a greeting to a member who is 8 below or above you on the phone list. Even send them 

a picture. 
 

3. Email an overseas Friendship Force friend to see how they are going as we know from the 
media that many of them will also be in lockdown.  
 

4. Over the 4 weeks send me a picture of you doing an activity while in lockdown. Or it could be 
just the activity if it is a before and after pic. Write a little blurb about your activity. 
 

5. Send me a picture of the view you see from your home and comment on what it’s doing to help 
keep your spirits up.   

 
These could go in our next Newsletter, on Facebook, or just be between you and me – your 
choice. 
 
Next time we meet the winner will win a mystery prize! 
 

  



 

 

Newsletter challenge: 

Our last newsletter competition was: 
Which has been your favourite Friendship Force Journey so far?  Explain why it was your 

favourite. 

 

And the winner is Jenny Wigley!  Here’s her entry: 

                                           
Many Years later                                  Taking Graham back to my roots           Back in the Days that’s me in there  

 
Fond Memories – Sweden 
 
A few years ago we were lucky enough to visit Helsinborgh, Sweden with the Taupo FF. 
 It was Midsummer a traditional time in Scandinavia. 
 
The centre of this celebration is The Midsummer maypole (Midsommarstången) People 
look forward to this after a long dark Scandinavian winter.  
 
Swedes dress in traditional costume, pick wild flowers traditionally 7 kinds, and create their 
own floral crowns which they wear on their head. They dance round a tall maypole with two 
large hoops at the top – many people believe it originated as a symbol of fertility.  A very 
colourful traditional celebration.  A picnic in the park. 
 
For me, this was just so extra special.  In my early childhood I lived in Norkopping and as a 
young Swedish blonde girl I celebrated dancing round the maypole wearing a crown of 
flowers…… Down memory lane.  A very special Friendship Force Journey 

 

Now you’ve got time on your hands, perhaps you would like to send your story! 

Email heather_salmon@xtra.co.nz  Entries will continue to be received until 30 April 2020! 

 

 

   Give it a go! 

mailto:heather_salmon@xtra.co.nz


 

 

 

  FFNZ NEWS AND INFORMATION Message from th 

A Special Message from our CEO: 
 

Dear Friends 

It is hard to believe that a few short weeks ago, nearly 200 members from throughout Australia were 

gathered in Newcastle celebrating their 29th annual conference together. Since then the world has 

changed drastically, and as we enter into uncharted territory with the spread of the Coronavirus, 

Friendship Force International braces for an uncertain future. 

 

As borders close and new quarantine guidelines are announced, we find ourselves not only 

scrambling for toilet paper, but wondering what tomorrow will bring. As an organization dependent 

on travel, we are facing one of the worst financial crises to hit the organization since its founding. 

 

Like many of you, we are trying to put this experience into perspective only to find we have more 

questions than answers.  How long will this crisis last? When can we travel internationally again? 

Although the answers to these questions, and many more like them, are slow to come, one truth 

gives us hope, this too shall pass. But in order to get through this, we’ll need to see the bright future 

ahead and embrace the power of our collective force when facing unprecedented challenges. 

 

In case you missed it, a statement is currently viewable at the top of our main page and will be 

updated frequently as news becomes available. 

 

In the days ahead, the International Board of Directors and I will be talking with you about ways we 

can ensure the continued mission of Friendship Force long after COVID-19 has dissipated. For now, 

my sincerest hope for your safety, health and wellbeing as we weather this pandemic. My thoughts 

are with all of us in Friendship Force during this uncertain time.  

 

In friendship, 

Jeremi Snook, President/CEO 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://friendshipforce.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ba1bffc1cec3dcb20c97569d1&id=f0e5427f2c&e=73a43589e6


 

 

Notes from our Field Representative, Graham Wigley 

Just as we are ramping up our marketing campaign for Friendship Force along comes the 
Covid-19 virus.  Further, our Government has shifted our state of emergency to Level 4. 
 
This has effectively put Friendship Force, and many other clubs and businesses, into 
hibernation for the foreseeable future. 
 
So now we need to keep in contact with one another by phone and computer and keep 
yourselves safe. 
 
Kind regards, 
Graham Wigley 
Field Representative. 

 

 
Travel opportunities 
 
1. Did you peruse FFI’s January Journeys Catalogue?  For a full list of upcoming journeys,  
 go to www.friendshipforce.org/journeys.  Endless opportunities!  
 Keep positive and keep them in mind as we move beyond Covid-19. 
 
2. The latest edition of South Pacific e-flyer was sent to you at the beginning of March.  If you 

haven’t read it, go to http://friendshipforce.org.nz/south-pacific-e-flyer  It gives full details of 
Inbound and Outbound journeys of Australian and New Zealand Clubs in 2020.  Obviously 
these are currently on hold, but are worth reading anyway as no doubt many of them will be 
postponed until 2021-2022. 
 

   FACEBOOK PAGE  

 
Remember to check out and Like our postings on our Facebook page. When you click Like it 
spreads the word of who we are and what we do.  We’ve currently had an upsurge of Likes and 
Comments – all great for getting the word out there. 
 
Go to https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipForceWellington   
We update this regularly and you will find more photos and other items of interest there. 
 
We need to know if you don’t wish your photo to appear in any of our photos.  Email Jaye at 
jasmine.m.howey@gmail.com  And please make sure you don’t get in any of our group photos. 

 
WEBSITES 
 

Wellington Club’s Website 
 
We update our website regularly, not only with this newsletter but also with other information.  Take 
a moment to check it out often so you can keep up to date with what’s happening.  Go to 
www.wellington.friendshipforce.co.nz    
        

 
 

http://www.friendshipforce.org/journeys
http://friendshipforce.org.nz/south-pacific-e-flyer
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Friendship Force International Website   
 
A reminder that new members will need to register with FFI to get their newsletters and updates on 
vacancies on upcoming Global Journeys.  If you’re not sure what to do, contact Jenny Wigley at 
gjwigley@gmail.com  and she’ll give you instructions and the password. 
 
A reminder too that FFI regularly updates its website with current updates and information, 
including upcoming journeys and events.  It also has a video which explains how Friendship Force 
can change people’s lives and be a force for good in the world.  It’s a great video, and a great site 
to introduce to friends who may be interested in knowing more about us and possibly wanting to 
join. 
 
Go to https://thefriendshipforce.org/  
 
 

 
  

  

INWARD AND OUTWARD JOURNEYS FOR 2021  

 New terminology – Exchanges now Journeys  

                                  ED – Inbound – now Host Co-ordinator HC  

                                  ED - Outbound – now Ambassador Co-ordinator AC   

 
 

 INWARD JOURNEYS FOR 2021 
 
May 2021: Nova Lima, Brazil to Newcastle, Australia and Wellington, New Zealand – Graham 
Wigley and Jan Peek have kindly offered to co-ordinate this journey. 
 
November 2021: Kempsey, Australia to Christchurch and Wellington, New Zealand – 
Ambassador Co-ordinators required for this visit – if keen email Lynnda at 
tonyandlynnda@gmail.com  
 
 

OUTWARD JOURNEYS FOR 2021 
 
June 2021: Wellington, New Zealand to Mt. Fuji Yamanashi (stopover) and Gifu, Japan – I have 
heard several are interested, but need Journey Co-ordinators for this - again if you are keen please 
email Lynnda tonyandlynnda@gmail.com 
 
 
 
  

mailto:gjwigley@gmail.com
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mailto:tonyandlynnda@gmail.com
mailto:tonyandlynnda@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

                Nuts ‘n Bolts Day August 2020 

 
It’s our Club’s turn to host the 2020 event.  In view of the uncertainly with the Covid-19, we don’t 
want to do much planning as yet, but when things settle, we will need to get to work smartly. Think 
about whether you would be prepared to offer to be involved. 
 
This event, which is held in Feilding annually, is scheduled be held on 22 August. It is where all 
southern North Island clubs get together and catch-up, share ideas etc. 
 
Our club is required to cater the lunch, serve morning and afternoon tea, and run a raffle. 
John Clarke has kindly organised a guest speaker. Tony Bouzaid may also get a local entertainer. 
 
I am asking for a Committee and helpers to be on standby to plan this event. If you are keen email 
tonyandlynnda@gmail.com  

 
  

  

…. AND A FEW FINAL REMINDERS  

  

   

Save the dates 
 
Put them in your calendar now. We’ll keep you in touch with whether the Matariki 
Dinner is going ahead after the Covid-19 crisis is over: 

  

During our Covid-19 
Lockdown 

 

President Lynnda’s Challenge 

Friday 24 April At-home Coffee Morning 

June 

(Date to be advised) 

Matariki Dinner 

Wellington Club 
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WELFARE  
 
If you know of any club members or their family with sickness or bereavement, please contact  

Joyce Gibson at joycegibson@xtra.co.nz or phone (04) 389 2188 

 
 
 
 
 

 

. 

 
 

  
The Friendship Force Pledge 

  
As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognise that I can make 
a difference. 
  
I recognise that I have a mission. That mission is to be a friend to 
the people of the world.  
 
As I embark upon this adventure, I know that others are watching 
me.  
 
I know that through my example to my own fellow citizens and the 
people of other nations, the cause of friendship, love and peace 
can be furthered.  

 
I can make a difference 



 

 

 Committee 2020 
 
 

    

 
 

Lynnda 
Bouzaid 

President 43 Chapman Street 
Johnsonville 
Wellington 

   478 5963  
   021 596 632 

 
 

Jenny Wigley Secretary 13 Chilton Grove 
Lower Hutt 

04 972 5170 
027 484 7446 

 
 

Garry Peak Treasurer Hinau Street 
Woburn 
Lower Hutt 

04 5669522 
021 669 522 

 
 

Sir John Clarke Committee 109 Seddon Street 
Naenae 
Lower Hutt 

567 8167 
021 714 556 

 
 

 

Lady Kathleen 
Clarke 

Committee 109 Seddon Street 
Naenae 
Lower Hutt 

567 8167 
021 714 557 

 
 

 

 

 
Tony Green 

 
Committee 
 

 
9 Fantail Grove 
Belmont 
Lower Hutt 

 
565 0568 
021 0357208 

 

 
Jaye Howey 

 
Committee 

 
7 Summit Road 
Fairfield 
Lower Hutt 

 
    938 5508 
    027 249 2508  

 

 

Heather 
Salmon 

Committee 
 

29 Hinau Street 
Woburn 
Lower Hutt 

569 7975 
027 245 8694 
 



 

 

 

Mieke 
Wensvoort 

Committee 9 Fantail Gove 
Belmont 
Lower Hutt 

565 0568 
021 02674227 

 

Non-Committee roles 

 

 
 

Joyce Gibson 
 

Almoner 2/3 Coromandel Street 
Newtown 

    389 2188 
    027 672 7128 

 
 

Tony Bouzaid Auditor 43 Chapman Street 
Johnsonville 
Wellington 

    478 5963  
    027 243 8350 
 

 

Graham Wigley Field 
Representative 

13 Chilton Grove 04 972 5170 
027 484 7446 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


