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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

 
 

Hi everyone, 

I hope you are all managing with Level 2 – and can still do 
everything safely. I know I am not keen to use public transport 
and I have made masks for the family, which is good as the 
grandkids catch the bus to school. Apart from that, life carries on, 
and I hope the six of our members get to do the NZFF South 
Island Tour in November. 

Sadly “Nuts and Bolts” was postponed as distancing and the serving food was going to be 
an issue. Our own weekend away was also postponed as under Level 2. Both are 
postponed until 17th October. Now elections are on that weekend but Nut ‘n Bolts will still go 
ahead. Our weekend is going ahead that weekend too. It will be a great trip away with lots of 
fun. For this trip there are vacancies if anyone would like to join us. 

For September we have our “International Night” to celebrate our 35 years as a club.  I hope 
you will all join us in these celebrations. 

Just a small reminder to everyone, our Membership List is to be only used for Wellington 
Friendship Force Activities and discussions. It is not to be shared or used by other 
organisations or workplaces that you may belong too. 

That is all from me. 

Aroha nui 

 

Lynnda Bouzaid 
 
President  
September 2020 

 
  



 

 

This month’s travel quote: 
 

    
 

“We travel  not to escape l i fe but for LIFE not to escape 
us”  

Earthtrekkers.com 
 
 
 

  JOURNEYS FOR 2020  
 

All planned overseas outbound Journeys have been cancelled for 2020.  
 
We have yet to hear whether the planned visit by FF Albany Club from 23 
November will be able to go ahead, but at this stage it looks unlikely.  
 

RECENT EVENTS 
 

   Club Dinner Night 
 
Our July Club Dinner Night was a great success – great food and great company, with no shortage 
of conversation! 

 



 

 

     
 
 

  Coffee Morning at Adobe Café Lower Hutt 
 
We also had a wonderful coffee get-together at Adobe Café in late July.  The air was abuzz 
with chatter and everyone enjoyed the chance to get together again.  Lovely to have Cindy 
join us. 

 

               
 

UP-COMING EVENTS 

 
 

September Coffee Morning    

Our next Coffee Morning will be on Friday 11 September, 10.30am @ The Pavilion,  

Day’s Bay.    

We hope to see you there.  Friends and prospective members are very welcome. 

 

 

  



 

 

                Nuts ‘n Bolts Day postponed until 17 October 2020 

 
Because we were all in Covid-19 Level 2, the Nuts ‘n Bolts Day was postponed.  It will now 
be held on Saturday 17 October (Covid-willing). 
 
We will still require assistance with catering for lunch, serving morning and afternoon tea, 
and running a raffle. 
 
A flyer will be forwarded to you with the day’s activities and how to register if you haven’t 
already done so.  We already have a good number going, and would love more of you to 
join us. 
 
Please make sure Lynnda knows you are available to help -  tonyandlynnda@gmail.com  

Add-on Tour Option 

Our Add-on Tour has also been postponed until 17 October. This will be a mini-Journey via 
Manawatu and Wairarapa, 22-24 August, with interesting visits on the way, and two nights’ 
motel accommodation – 1 night in Palmerston North and 1 night in Masterton. 
 
This weekend is definitely going ahead. It will be a great trip away with lots of fun. There are 
vacancies for this add-on tour for anyone who wasn’t able to commit to the earlier August 
dates. 
 
If you’d like to join us, email Lynnda at tonyandlynnda@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

   International night and our 35th Birthday Celebration 

 
A night to celebrate!  Saturday, 26th September, 6pm @ Capital Rodders Clubrooms, 
Onepoto Road, Porirua. 
BYO international cuisine to share and a bottle (gift wrapped) for a bottle auction. 
 
Mark it in your diary now.   
 
We were going to invite another club, but with being on level 2, we’ve decided it’s not a 
good idea. Please bring along friends, as they are very welcome to join us. There will be lots 
of fun – maybe you could dress up and perform a little something from a country. 
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  Mystery Lunch Ramble 

Friday, 23rd October 
 
Another chance to prove your skills!   
- 10.30 @ Avalon Duck Pond for Mystery Ramble to lunch  
-  semi active activity   
-  $16 each for the activity, or just watch (Lunch is an extra charge) 
          
We need to book, so RSVP by 19th October - contact Lynnda @ tonyandlynnda@gmail.com  
 
 

  What’s coming up later in the year  
  (Mark these in your diary now!) 
 

   November Coffee Morning 
 
Friday 6th November 
 
Join us a 10.30am, @ Caffiend Café, 233 Jackson St, Petone 
 
As always, friends and prospective members will be very welcome. 

 
 
 
 

  FFNZ South Island Bus Tour 

 
Sounds like fun!  Your chance to explore the South Island with a group of like-minded FF 
travellers.  See details under Field Representative Graham Wigley’s notes below. 
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Sunday 29 November at 4.30pm.  Venue – upstairs in 1841, 1 Disraeli Street, Johnsonville. 

We are looking for a Secretary and Newsletter editor. 

If you would like to take on either of these roles or have a go at another position on the 
committee please let us know as we would love to have you on board.  

Those wishing to stay for dinner RSVP Lynnda @ tonyandlynnda@gmail.com by 23 
November. 

 

 

  Operatunity Christmas Concert 
 
Wellington FF club is organising a social outing to another Operatunity Christmas daytime 
concert: "Have a Merry Little Christmas" on Monday 30 November 2020. 
 
This concert will be celebrating the magic of Christmas, with classic songs such as O Holy 
Night, Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas, Santa Baby and many more well-known 
songs.  Last year's concert was a lot of fun and enjoyed by all who attended. This year's 
concert will be of the same high standard. 
 
Come along, join in and be entertained by this fun concert, a good relaxing way to finish this 
very challenging year. 
 
Details are: 
 
Date:       Monday 30 November 2020 
Time:       11.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 
Venue:     Hutt City Church, 22 Marsden St, Lower Hutt. 
Cost:       $31.00 per person (min 10 people),  
                  includes concert, programme and a light lunch. 

 
If you would like to be included in the group attending this concert could you please contact 
Ngaire Durnford at durnfordnz@gmail.com by this Monday 31 August 2020. 
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  FFNZ NEWS AND INFORMATION 

 
News from our Field Representative, Graham Wigley 

 
Greetings All, 
 
Your Field Rep team held a Zoom meeting on 25 August, and the following information 
should keep you right up to date. 
 

 NUTS & BOLTS 
 

Just confirming that NUTS & BOLTS is planned to go ahead on the new date of 17th 
October 2020. 
 
So go ahead and vote early, then come and enjoy the day.  To date we have approximately 
60 members confirming. 
 

 NZ FUNDING 
 

To date our clubs and individual members have donated $30,420 to support Kimberley 
Fraser (Regional Support Manager).  The world donated fund now stands at $US480,000. 
 

 JOURNEYS 
 

Many clubs are starting Domestic Journeys.  A reminder that Domestic Journey fees of 
$NZ15 pp per night is payable to our National Treasurer.  The standard Host fee is $NZ10 
pp per night. 
 

 FFNZ SOUTH ISLAND TOUR No.20424 – November 2020 
 

Two separate journeys are booked, 7th November, with 32 members and the second 
departs 20 November with 23 members.  If you are still keen to join this trip there is a waitlist 
for you to register. 
 
Organiser Heather Ponder South Island Field Rep  jmponder@xta.co.nz    
 

 FFNZ NORTH ISLAND - ISLAND HOP No.21344 – 7-15 February 2021 
 
Our Field Rep Co-ordinator Debbie Lattey is the organiser – debbie@otaihanga.co.nz 
This includes 3 nights’ home hosting with the Kapiti, Wellington and Wairarapa Clubs, 
visiting amongst other places, Kapiti Island, Matiu Somes Island and special places in the 
Wairarapa.  Book in with Debbie. 
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 NZ FARMING JOURNEY No.21006 – 1-22 March 2021 
 

Planning details are progressing and should be ready to send out to members in early 
October. 
A wide variety of farming interests including Cheese Making, Zealong Tea Estate, Maize & 
Quinoa cropping, field days and sale yards, and agricultural/food research.  The Forgotten 
Highway 20 Tunnel Cart Tour, and DBB at the Whangamomona Hotel adds further 
excitement.  Journey includes 5 nights home hosting at each of Hamilton/Waikato, South 
Taranaki & Manawatu Clubs.  Look out for the promotion early October.  Register your 
interest with Field Rep Graham Wigley  gjwigley@gmail.com     
 

 VIRTUAL JOURNEYS 
 
What was your last club journey that had to be cancelled due to the Lockdown?  Were your 
hosts/guests already matched?  Perhaps you could consider a Virtual Journey! For 
information on virtual journeys and how to register, click on this link: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AfyBIePz8KmALoEiu3fhBNy0CaRcJNQrOeO5pQ29f
_A/edit.  
 
Let your Committee know if you would like to be involved. 
 

 NATIONAL GATHERING  
 
Plans are underway for a National Gathering around April/May 2021.  Likely venues being 
investigated are Tatum Park, Manakau, or El Rancho, Waikanae (places where we can all 
stay together).   
 
This is planned to be a fun event, and something else to look forward to while we can’t 
travel overseas. More details as plans evolve. 
 
Keep being visible 
 
Graham Wigley 
 
 

INWARD AND OUTWARD JOURNEYS FOR 2021  

 
Here are our planned journeys, but of course we don’t have any idea yet whether they will 
be possible.  We’ll let you know when we hear more. 
 

 INWARD JOURNEYS FOR 2021 (if they are able to go ahead…) 

 
May 2021: Nova Lima, Brazil to Newcastle, Australia and Wellington, New Zealand – 
Graham Wigley and Jan Peek have kindly offered to co-ordinate this journey. 
 
November 2021: Kempsey, Australia to Christchurch and Wellington, New Zealand – 
Ambassador Co-ordinators required for this visit – if keen email Lynnda at 
tonyandlynnda@gmail.com  
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OUTWARD JOURNEYS FOR 2021 

 
Our proposed Journey to Japan has been cancelled as the Gifu Club no longer exists.   
 
 
 
 

  MEMBERSHIP 

 

 September and October Birthdays 
 
 Busy months for birthdays! 

 
Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns to: 
 
September  October 
Gwen Levick  Bernie Blackwell 
Margaret Brown Judith Clarke 
John Durnford  Christina Macfarlane 
Jaye Howey  Anne McMullin 
Daniel Vaka’uta Jill Vrede 
Malcom Sime  Tony Green 
      
(Please let us know if we have overlooked your birthday so we can get it right next 
year.) 
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Club Profile: Erica and Ian Speden 
 

         
 
Erica Speden 
 
I have been retired for almost twenty years and during that time have done a lot of 
travelling to various and interesting places. 
 
After leaving school in Dunedin, I went to train as a nurse, married and shifted to 
Wellington via Invercargill. After three years working in the laboratory at Lever 
Brothers, Petone, we went to the United States for Ian to study at Yale. On return we 
had two children so life was arranged - kindergarten and primary school. By the time 
our youngest was at Intermediate School I decided to retrain and for the next 20 years 
I was a tax consultant, preparing accounts and tax returns. I enjoyed working with the 
clients even though at times it could get demanding. Within that time I changed firms 
and had a job with less pressure. The firm went into receivership and it was time to 
retire. 
 
By that time I had been tramping once a week with the Kaumatua Tramping Club and 
longer trips at least once a year, eventually completing most of the major national 
tracks. Golf became a major activity, but for that game I started too late to be a good 
player. But I enjoyed the company of other ladies. I enjoyed completing the four family 
histories and later a book with pictures of my elder sister Margaret’s mosaics. Barbara 
McDonald convinced Ian and me to join the Wellington Friendship Force Club with 
which we have had many wonderful trips and experiences overseas and have also 
enjoyed the company of people from overseas clubs. Our membership of the Lower 
Hutt Probus Club has also been a great source of activities and friendships. 
 
 
Ian Speden 
 
Ian grew up and was educated at schools in Gore, a country town in central 
Southland. There, through relatives and family friends, he experienced most aspects 
of life on farms, including shearing and hunting, especially rabbits. His father was a 
keen tramper and mountaineer so a lot of tramping was done in the Hokonui Hills and 
Fiordland. The tramping, and his grandfather’s skills as an amateur botanist, led to Ian 
going in 1950 to Otago University where after passing the compulsory one year 
courses in Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics, he completed in 1954 Bachelor of 
Science courses in Geology and Botany, then in 1956 a Master of Science degree in 
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Geology, the subject he preferred. During 1955-56 his thesis was centred on the 
geological mapping of and fossils collected in the Catlins District, South Otago, then a 
remote region rarely visited. 
 
On graduation Ian was fortunate to get a position in the New Zealand Geological 
Survey (NZGS), a division of DSIR, and in December, 1956, he was directed to the 
Invercargill District Office. He had met Erica at an Allen Hall dance one Saturday night 
and they married in March, 1956, so Erica joined Ian in Invercargill for six months 
before Ian was transferred in December 1956 to the Head Office in Wellington. There 
he was to assist with the identification and dating of fossils as part of the first major 
nation-wide geological mapping programme, covering all of New Zealand. In 
Wellington they had a flat then a house in Wainuiomata when the NZGS relocated to 
the State Insurance building in Andrews Avenue, Lower Hutt, where he was located 
until 1992. In November they shifted to 20A Avalon Crescent, where they lived for 49 
years.    
 
In November, 1958, Ian went to McMurdo Sound, Ross Dependency, Antarctica, for 
ten weeks as a member of the second NZGS Antarctic Expedition to map the geology 
of selected locations. A highlight of his work was when three of the expedition 
achieved the first ascent of West Beacon Heights, a 8,900 ft high mountain on the 
south side of the Ferrar Glacier with spectacular views of the Trans-Antarctic 
Mountains, valleys, glaciers and the central plateau. The party was away for 42 hours 
as the surveyor had to spend 24 hours sighting the sun, moon and stars to fix the 
“exact” location and height of the mountain.   
 
In 1961 Ian was fortunate to be awarded a National Scholarship to study for PhD at 
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, USA. There Erica and Ian had a great 
range of experiences, including two summers of fieldwork in the semi-arid country 
around Timber Lake, South Dakota, in Sioux Indian and cowboy country west of the 
Missouri River and east of the famous Black Hills. Each year they travelled out and 
back by different routes to see as much of the USA as possible including some of 
Canada around the Great Lakes. Ian completed his courses and thesis on the geology 
and fossils of the Fox Hills Formation in December 1964, when they returned to New 
Zealand via Japan where Ian spent time in the geology departments at Universities in 
Tokyo, Sendai, Osaka and Fukuoka, gaining information relevant to NZ’s geological 
history. 
 
Back in New Zealand Ian specialised in studying the little-known Cretaceous 
sequences forming the base of the major sedimentary basins which contain most of 
our petroleum and coal resources. This involved mapping the geology of most of the 
East Cape region and some areas of the Wairarapa and Marlborough. Ian was 
appointed the Regional Geologist in 1978 and, then, Director of NZGS, a position he 
held until 1992. During this time there were major changes in the funding and 
structure of government science organisations, including redundancy of staff, 
amalgamation of NZGS and the Geophysics divisions of DSIR, and the restructuring 
to Crown Research Institutes. NZGS became part of Geological & Nuclear Science 
where Ian had two years as a Group Manager before retiring to become a Research 
Associate for 12 years so that he could finish research projects and document 
geological data.  
 
Over the years Ian was also active in the scientific and public affairs of the Geological 
Society of New Zealand, including as president, and also in international geological 
organisations. This involved some overseas travel. As director of NZGS Ian attended 



 

 

the annual meetings of the heads of the Australian national and state geological 
surveys, which were held in different states each year. And, in 1996 Ian was 
appointed as a Vice President of the International Union of Geological Science, which 
involved annual meetings to review international projects and to allocate funding. The 
meetings were held mainly in developing countries (Chile, India, Egypt) and involved 
five days of business and a three to four days tour of the local geology. Erica came 
most years, at our expense, so after the meeting we usually spent 10 to 14 days 
travelling the host country, A good way to finish an interesting career involving 
fieldwork, office work, meeting people, travelling nationally and internationally, and 
contributing to national knowledge and the economy.  
 
Thank you, Ian and Erica.  What interesting times you have had.       
 
 
 

   Just for fun

Last month’s competition… 
 
No one was able to name the waterfall in the Tourism NZ promotion, which of course was 
Huka Falls.  Shame, as there was a bonus prize on offer! 

 

This month’s competition: 

These 3 photos were taken on Wellington Friendship Force journeys. Name the city each 
was taken in: 

1.    2.   3.  

 
Email your answer to heather_salmon@xtra.co.nz 

First correct answer wins the mystery prize at our next Coffee morning (but you have to be 
there to collect it)! 
 
  

 



 

 

 

   FACEBOOK PAGE  

 
We’ve been keeping active on our Facebook page, so don’t forget to keep an eye out for our 
postings. Go to https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipForceWellington   
 
Remember to check out and Like our postings on our Facebook page. When you click Like 
it spreads the word of who we are and what we do.  We’ve currently had an upsurge of 
Likes and Comments – all great for getting the word out there. 
 
We need to know if you don’t wish your photo to appear in any of our photos.  Email Jaye at 
jasmine.m.howey@gmail.com  And please make sure you don’t get in any of our group 
photos. 
 
 
WEBSITES 

 

Wellington Club’s Website 
 
We update our website regularly, not only with this newsletter but also with other 
information.  Take a moment to check it out often so you can keep up to date with what’s 
happening.  Go to www.wellington.friendshipforce.co.nz    
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Save the dates…. 
 
Put them in your calendar and add an alert to make sure you don’t overlook 
them! 

  

Friday 11 September 

10.30am 

Coffee morning  

The Pavilion, Eastbourne 

Saturday 26 September 

5.30pm 

International Night and Birthday Celebrations  

Capital Rodders Clubrooms, Titahi Bay 

Saturday 17 October 

10am 

Nuts ‘n Bolts 

Salvation Army Hall 

124 Manchester St, Feilding 

With optional 2-day journey to follow 

Saturday – Monday 

17-19 October 

Wellington FF Mini-Journey  

Manawatu and Wairarapa 

Friday 23 October 

10.30am 

Mystery Ramble to lunch 

Starting at Avalon Duck Pond 

- semi-active activity $16 or be a supporter 

Friday 6 November 

10.30am 

Coffee morning  

Caffiend Café, 233 Jackson St, Petone 

7 November 2020  

& 

20 November (2 groups) 

FFNZ South Island Bus Tour 

Register if you wish to be on the waitlist 

Sunday 29 November 

4.30pm 

AGM, followed by dinner 

Venue: 1841, 1 Disraeli Street, Johnsonville 
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Monday 30 November 

11am – 1pm 

Christmas at the Proms, with Operatunity 

Hutt City Church 

22 Marsden Street, Lower Hutt 

Saturday 12 December 

10.30am 

 

Mystery Ramble to Lunch 

Avalon Duck Pond  

–optional walking tour $16 

7-15 February 2021  FFNZ North Island Tour  

- details TBA 
- hosts required 

 

1-22 March 2021 FFNZ Farming Adventure 

 

 

 
 

Wellington Friendship Force is alive and kicking! 
Lots of socialising, lots of fun, lots of NZ travel. 

We hope to see you at lots of our up-coming activities.  



 

 

WELFARE  

 
If you know of any club members or their family with sickness or bereavement, please 

contact  

Joyce Gibson at joycegibson@xtra.co.nz or phone (04) 389 2188. 

 
 

  
The Friendship Force Pledge 

  
As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognise that I can 
make a difference. 
  
I recognise that I have a mission. That mission is to be a friend 
to the people of the world.  
 
As I embark upon this adventure, I know that others are 
watching me.  
 
I know that through my example to my own fellow citizens and 
the people of other nations, the cause of friendship, love and 
peace can be furthered.  

 
I can make a difference 



 

 

 Committee 2020 
 
 

    

 
 

Lynnda 
Bouzaid 

President 43 Chapman Street 
Johnsonville 
Wellington 

   478 5963  
   021 596 632 

 
 

Jenny Wigley Secretary 13 Chilton Grove 
Lower Hutt 

04 972 5170 
027 484 7446 

 
 

Garry Peak Treasurer Hinau Street 
Woburn 
Lower Hutt 

04 5669522 
021 669 522 

 
 

Sir John Clarke Committee 109 Seddon Street 
Naenae 
Lower Hutt 

567 8167 
021 714 556 

 
 

 

Lady Kathleen 
Clarke 

Committee 109 Seddon Street 
Naenae 
Lower Hutt 

567 8167 
021 714 557 

 
 

 

 

 
Tony Green 

 
Committee 
 

 
9 Fantail Grove 
Belmont 
Lower Hutt 

 
565 0568 
021 0357208 

 

 
Jaye Howey 

 
Committee 

 
7 Summit Road 
Fairfield 
Lower Hutt 

 
    938 5508 
    027 249 2508  

 

 

Heather 
Salmon 

Committee 
 

29 Hinau Street 
Woburn 
Lower Hutt 

569 7975 
027 245 8694 
 



 

 

 

Mieke 
Wensvoort 

Committee 9 Fantail Gove 
Belmont 
Lower Hutt 

565 0568 
021 02674227 

 

Non-Committee roles 

 

 
 

Joyce Gibson 
 

Almoner 2/3 Coromandel Street 
Newtown 

    389 2188 
    027 672 7128 

 
 

Tony Bouzaid Auditor 43 Chapman Street 
Johnsonville 
Wellington 

    478 5963  
    027 243 8350 
 

 

Graham Wigley Field 
Representative 

13 Chilton Grove 04 972 5170 
027 484 7446 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


