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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Hi everyone 
 
What a great way we have started up once again.  The 
committee put together a small group to plan for 2021. We will 
release our exciting programme at the end of the AGM.  
 
For those who were able to make the club’s 35th Birthday/ 
International night – It was a wonderful event. The kai went well 
with the company.  It was wonderful that Cindy could make it. 
The highlight was Ngaire and John’s Irish performance! 
 
  
“Nuts ‘n Bolts” finally went ahead. Personally, I think it went well. I would like to thank Jaye 
and all the members who helped her with the catering and ensuring that everything ran 
smoothly. 
 
Our own weekend away was a lot of fun. You may have seen some of our highlights on 
Facebook. 
 
And a Big Reminder to everyone, our AGM is on the 29th November at 4.30pm. This is at 
the 1841, Johnsonville – dinner is after so please RSVP if you are staying for dinner. 
 
That is all from me.  Enjoy the Newsletter. 

 Aroha nui 

Lynnda Bouzaid 
President  
November 2020 
 

 
 

Your Committee for 2020 is a happy bunch! 
If you would like to join the Committee for 2021  

please let Lynnda know prior to the AGM  
on Sunday 29 November 



 

 

 
 

This month’s travel quote: 
 

    
 

“We travel, some of us forever, to seek other places, other lives, 

other souls.” – Anais Nin 

 

  JOURNEYS FOR 2020 AND BEYOND 
 

All planned overseas Journeys, inbound and outbound, have been cancelled 
for 2020.  
 
RECENT EVENTS 

 

   International night for our 35th Birthday Celebration 

 
Our 35th Club Anniversary was celebrated with a potluck International Dinner, and everyone was 
encouraged to dress in an International costume. The food was delectable, interestingly with a 
number of Middle Eastern dishes, and the costumes were lots of fun.  The celebratory cake was cut 
by Foundation Members Kate Hector and Cindy Switzer. 

 

                      
The rooms were decorated         The International cuisine was yummy                Kate & Cindy cut the cake 
with an International theme    



 

 

 

 

The penitent sinner Malcolm, after prostrating 
himself before Father Graham, has received a 
partial remission of the temporal punishment 
that he so deserveth.  
 
An indulgence for purgatorial atonement is very 

unlikely to be forthcoming from Margaret 

Brown however. Such was the gravity of his 

transgressions! 

 
(Those who were sitting near Margaret and 

Malcom will understand this.  For the rest of you – 

guess!)  
                                                  Ngaire and John stole the show 

         with their costumes and Irish songs 

  

  Coffee Morning at the Pavilion 
 
What a great surprise! We celebrated getting out of Level 2 once again by meeting at The 
Pavilion at Days Bay. 
 
The weather was shocking so we really didn’t expect more than half a dozen people – but 
as always we had a super turnout to catch up with each other once again. 
Congratulations to Tony Green for winning the mystery prize.  

 

     
                         A great turnout.                                                                                                    Tony wins the mystery                       
                      prize!        

       Nuts ‘n Bolts Day 

We have finally had Nuts ‘n Bolts.  Thank you to all the club members who helped with the 
catering, making teas and coffees, cleaning and other bits and pieces behind the scenes.  
You made this a successful event.  
  
It was great to have members from each club coming up and sharing “what their club is up 
to”.  This was a great opportunity to get ideas from each other and I hope this will become 
part of Nuts ‘n Bolts in the future. 
 
We had Jamie Jacobs from Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, speak to us about the 
wonderful sites we have around Aotearoa.  He mentioned going online to look at some 
places you may be able to visit on your travels. He also mentioned the online shop of 
kiwiana. 



 

 

Congratulations to both Wellington teams for winning the Nuts ‘n Bolts trophy.  What a 
clever lot we all are!   

 

                    
                          Debbie Lattey presented Lynnda                            The proud winners of the  
          with our Club’s 35 Years Certificate                                      Nuts ‘n Bolts trophy 
 

  Mystery Tour to Manawatu and Wairarapa 

After cleaning up the hall in Fielding we went straight to our motel in Palmerston North. 
 
Dinner, at Rosie O’Grady’s Bar, was absolutely divine. We were honoured with having the 
Wairarapa Bush Boys come through, but they would not swap hats with Jeanette. 
 
The morning was off to visit Te Manawa, NZ Rugby Museum, Massey’s Wildlife Refuge 
Centre, He Ara Kotahi walkway. What was great was there were places and sites people 
had not visited before and this is always a bonus. 
 
After a late lunch we travelled over the Saddle Rd to the Woodville 2nd hand shop, 
Mangatainoka Brewery, Polish Children’s Memorial and then to a motel in Masterton.  After 
watching the Rugby Test, we headed off to Lone Star for dinner – another yummy meal was 
had by all.  We did a quiz night and the guys won, but we gals will work to beat them next 
time. 
 
On our way home we went to the Wool and Sheep Museum, Clareville Bakery, and 
Greytown, where Tony B. spoke about how his family settled here from Zahle, Lebanon in 
the 1900’s. 

                
         The new bridge over the                                   Seen at Massey’s                Watching the elections! 

 Manawatu River is stunning                           Wildlife Refuge Centre     

             



 

 

                                                           
       Viewing the windmills at                       It looks like some hats 

              Ashurst domain                                   were swapped after all! 

  Mystery Lunch Ramble  

We had a wonderful day doing our lunch ramble. Putt-Putt at the 
Hutt Park Golf was lots of fun, followed by a yummy lunch at the 
California Gardens.  
 
Well done Heather and Tony B as the winners of the gals and the 
guys. Lynnda did fluke 2 holes in one, but compromised with a 
couple of 8’s.  We all had a great time on a beautiful spring day. 

 
 

                                                                                                       It’s harder than it looks! 

UP-COMING EVENTS 

 

November Coffee Morning    

Our next coffee morning will be on Friday 6th November at 10.30am @ Caffiend Café,  

233-235 Jackson St, Petone 

We hope to see you there.  Friends and prospective members are very welcome. 

  



 

 

   Wellington Friendship Force AGM 
 

Sunday 29th November, at 4.30pm @ The 1841, Johnsonville, followed by a meal together. 

If you are planning to stay for dinner, please RSVP tonyandlynnda@gmail.com by 22nd 
November. 
 
Always an enjoyable evening.  Make sure you’re there to share the fun, and to have your 
say about what matters in our Club. 

  Operatunity Christmas Concert 
 
Another chance to get into the Christmas mood at the Operatunity “Have a Merry Little 
Christmas” daytime concert on Monday 30 November 2020. 
 
This concert will be celebrating the magic of Christmas, with classic songs such as O Holy 
Night, Have Yourself a  Merry Little Christmas, Santa Baby and many more well-known 
songs.   
 
Details are: 
 
Date :       Monday 30 November 2020 
Time:        11.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 
Venue :     Hutt City Church, 22 Marsden St, Lower Hutt. 
Cost  :       $31.00 per person includes concert, programme and a light lunch. 

 
Hopefully you’ve all signed up and paid now.   
 
If you’ve missed out contact Ngaire at durnfordnz@gmail.com urgently! 
 
 

  Thorndon Fair 

 
Our Club will have a stall at this Fair on Sunday the 6th of December.  
 
If you are happy to dress in costume and promote Friendship Force we'd love you to join us. 
 
Please contact Graham Wigley at gjwigley@gmail.com  if you can help. 
  

mailto:tonyandlynnda@gmail.com
mailto:durnfordnz@gmail.com
mailto:gjwigley@gmail.com


 

 

 

  FFNZ NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

  FFNZ South Island Bus Tour, 1-7 & 20-28 November 

 
This has proved so popular we now have two tours running consecutively in November.  
Several of our Club are among the tourists!   
 

 Christchurch to Stewart Island and back to Christchurch 

 Tour 1 – 7-15 November; Tour 2 – 20-28 November 

 Price $1225 pp 

 Two places still available for Tour 2 

 Contact Heather Ponder 4heatherp@gmail.com  
 
Have fun, everyone! 

 
 

  2021 North Island Hop 
 
In February we will be hosting North Island Hop from 10th to 13th Feb. Below is the 
programme.  Wellington Club members can join in for the trips to Kapiti Island and Matu 
Somes Island. 
 
We are looking for hosts for this please as there will be 20 people from around NZ. 
 
The programme includes: 
 
Wednesday 
10 Feb 

Visit to Paekakariki Museum, then talk by 
Anthony Dreaver at Marines Memorial. 
Tram/drive/walk to beach area for picnic lunch, 
where we are joined by Wellington hosts. 
Walk in Marines wetlands and talk on restoration 
of wetlands for climate change. 
 

 Ambassadors go home with Wellington hosts. 
Evening with hosts. 
 

Thursday 
11 Feb 

Meet at Williams Park Eastbourne to catch the 
ferry to Soames Island. A picnic lunch will be 

mailto:4heatherp@gmail.com


 

 

provided. There will be the Park Rangers talk 
and we will provide a guided tour of how the 
island has developed over time from European 
settlers arriving to be quarantined, WW prison 
camp, animal quarantine and now a sanctuary 
for native wildlife.  
 
Potluck dinner at the Capital Rodders 
Clubrooms, with some fun to entertain you all. 
 

Friday 
12 Feb 

Meet at the Old Hutt Rd Challenge Service 
Station. From here we will travel around the 
Bays of Wellington exploring the variety of 
coastline, with some history and little fun 
activities along the way.  Hosts will bring 
morning tea. Lunch will be provided.  
Evening with hosts. 
 

Saturday 
13 Feb 

Meet at the Avalon Duck Pond. From here we 
hop into Kaitoke Regional Park for a small bush 
walk and to see some of the settings that were 
used in Lord of the Rings. 
  
Later we will move onto Aston Norwood Café, to 
wander the beautiful valley gardens and meet up 
with Wairarapa hosts for lunch (this will be at 
your own cost). 
 
Please let Lynnda know if you are able to host or 
would like to join any of the day trips - 
tonyandlynnda@gmail.com   

 

   Exploring Farming in NZ, 1-21 March 2021 
 

Applications are now being received for this journey.  
 

 Hosted by Hamilton-Waikato, South Taranaki and Manawatu Clubs 

 Dates 1-21 March 21 

 Starts in Auckland, ends in Palmerston North 

 Focus on farming activities with some adventures thrown in 

 Mix of home hosting and hotel stays 

 Good level of mobility and fitness required 

 Price $2,945pp, including FFI and host club fees 

 For full itinerary and application form, contact Graham Wigley, gjwigley@gmail.com  
 

mailto:gjwigley@gmail.com


 

 

  National Gathering 

 
A NZ-wide gathering will be held at El Rancho Waikanae between the 13th and 16th of April 
next year.  Keep this date free. 
 
It will be a 2-night sleepover with lots of fun and friendship. 
 
More information to follow shortly.   

 

 
 

INWARD AND OUTWARD JOURNEYS FOR 2021  

 
All inward and outward international journeys are on hold until there is more certainty 
around Covid-19.  We’ll let you know as soon as anything is decided. 
 
 

Domestic visit from Taupo, 16-19 April 2021 
 
We will be hosting Taupo on a Domestic Journey next April 
.  
Would you like to be the co-ordinator for this little visit?   If not, are you able to host? 
Please let Lynnda know at tonyandlynnda@gmail.com   

 
 
 

Club Journey May 2021 
 
Mieke is planning a Club Journey for May next year. 
 
Watch this space! 

 
  



 

 

  MEMBERSHIP 
 

 November and December Birthdays 
 

Happy Birthday and Many Happy Returns to: 
 
November  December 
Dorcas Kilmartin Eddie Blackwell 
Jan Peek  Stephen Godfrey 
Mieke Wensvoort Garry Peek 
     Heather Salmon 
      
(Please let us know if we have overlooked your birthday so we can get it right next 
year.) 
 

Club Profile: Daniel & Kaye Vaka’uta   
 
Kaye                                                             
 
My family connections are to several iwi in the far 
north -  Te Rarawa, Te Aupouri and Ngāti Kuri, and 
also to Scotland and Ireland. 
 
Born in the north, my family later moved down to the Wairarapa, dairy farming along 
the Mangatainoka River very close to the famous (to some!) Tui brewery. Many hours 
of fun were had on this river swimming, floating down on tractor tyres and canoeing -
although the canoes were so old we often spent more time  bailing than canoeing! 
 
I moved to Wellington to study at Victoria University, then on graduation went teaching 
for many years at various secondary schools in the region. After a career change into 
Organisational Development and some more studies at Massey and Victoria, I worked 
at several local body and government departments before striking out on my own as a 
consultant.   
 
Currently I balance consulting with other interests such as playing with my 
grandchildren, gardening, bush walking and singing with a number of different 
ensembles. 
 

http://brewminate.com/the-sociology-of-socialization/
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I’ve enjoyed travelling to some wonderful places in the world and hope to continue to 
do so when the Covid threat diminishes. 
 
Taniela 
 
Born on the island of Tongatapu in the Kingdom of Tonga I was indeed a child raised 
by a village. I was trained as a teacher by the Free Church of Tonga and taught in the 
church colleges before popping over to New Zealand for a working holiday and to 
connect with my sisters who were studying here. After sampling the delights of 
Auckland, I moved to and finally settled in Wellington, where I met and married Kaye. 
We have 2 sons and a daughter and enjoy spending time with them and the 
grandchildren.  
 
When I arrived in NZ I worked in a wide variety of workplaces, even training as a spray 
painter at one stage. Interestingly, our relations’ cars were beautifully painted while 
our scratched and dented car was always  a “car in waiting”  for beautification! 
I have always been active in my church and was ordained as a minister, and worked 
within the parishes in Wellington, Levin and Palmerston. 
  
After some years I went back to teaching in the Hutt Valley, then on to the Department 
of Corrections as a Probation Officer.  
 
Now retired from paid work and the ministry,  I keep busy through volunteer work with 
the church and trying to avoid the lists of “to do” items provide to me by my wife!  
 

   Just for fun

Last month’s competition… 
 
No one was able to name the cities these photos were taken in.  It wasn’t really hard!  I’ve 
given the correct answers below. 

1.    2.   3.  

                 Tokyo   Capetown       Perth 

 

So let’s see if you can answer the questions beneath each of these photos (not all are from 
FF journeys!): 

 

 



 

 

1.    2.   3.  

       What is the name                What city boasts this Where is this very famous 
          of this river?                     famous tower?                          walled city? 

 
Email your answer to heather_salmon@xtra.co.nz 

First correct answer wins the mystery prize at our next Coffee morning (but you have to be 
there to collect it)! 
 
 

   FACEBOOK PAGE  

 
We’ve been keeping active on our Facebook page, so don’t forget to keep an eye out for our 
postings. Go to https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipForceWellington   
 
Remember to check out and Like our postings on our Facebook page. When you click Like 
it spreads the word of who we are and what we do.  We’ve currently had an upsurge of 
Likes and Comments – all great for getting the word out there. 
 
We need to know if you don’t wish your photo to appear in any of our photos.  Email Jaye at 
jasmine.m.howey@gmail.com  And please make sure you don’t get in any of our group 
photos. 
 
WEBSITES 

 

Wellington Club’s Website 
 
We update our website regularly, not only with this newsletter but also with other 
information.  Take a moment to check it out often so you can keep up to date with what’s 
happening.  Go to www.wellington.friendshipforce.co.nz    
        

  

https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipForceWellington
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Save the dates…. 
 
Put them in your calendar and add an alert to make sure you don’t overlook 
them! 

  

Friday 6 November 

10.30am 

Coffee morning  

Caffiend Café, 233-235 Jackson St, Petone 

 

1-7 & 20-28 November 

2020 

FFNZ South Island Bus Tour 

Sunday 29 November 

4.30pm 

AGM, followed by dinner 

The 1841, Johnsonville 

Monday 30 November 

11am – 1pm 

Christmas at the Proms, with Operatunity 

Hutt City Church 

22 Marsden Street, Lower Hutt 

Sunday 6 December Thorndon Fair 

 

Saturday 12 December 

10.30am 

 

Mystery Ramble to Lunch 

Avalon Duck Pond  

 

10-13 February Hosting North Island Hop 

Hosts still required 

1-21 March 2021 FFNZ Farming Adventure 

 

13-16 April 2021 National Gathering 
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Wellington Friendship Force is alive and kicking! 
Lots of socialising, lots of fun, lots of NZ travel. 

We hope to see you at lots of our up-coming activities.  



 

 

WELFARE  

 
If you know of any club members or their family with sickness or bereavement, please 

contact  

Joyce Gibson at joycegibson@xtra.co.nz or phone (04) 389 2188. 

 
 

  
The Friendship Force Pledge 

  
As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognise that I can 
make a difference. 
  
I recognise that I have a mission. That mission is to be a friend 
to the people of the world.  
 
As I embark upon this adventure, I know that others are 
watching me.  
 
I know that through my example to my own fellow citizens and 
the people of other nations, the cause of friendship, love and 
peace can be furthered.  

 
I can make a difference 



 

 

 Committee 2020 
 
 

    

 
 

Lynnda 
Bouzaid 

President 43 Chapman Street 
Johnsonville 
Wellington 

   478 5963  
   021 596 632 

 
 

Jenny Wigley Secretary 13 Chilton Grove 
Lower Hutt 

04 972 5170 
027 484 7446 

 
 

Garry Peak Treasurer Hinau Street 
Woburn 
Lower Hutt 

04 5669522 
021 669 522 

 
 

Sir John Clarke Committee 109 Seddon Street 
Naenae 
Lower Hutt 

567 8167 
021 714 556 

 
 

 

Lady Kathleen 
Clarke 

Committee 109 Seddon Street 
Naenae 
Lower Hutt 

567 8167 
021 714 557 

 
 

 

 

 
Tony Green 

 
Committee 
 

 
9 Fantail Grove 
Belmont 
Lower Hutt 

 
565 0568 
021 0357208 

 

 
Jaye Howey 

 
Committee 

 
7 Summit Road 
Fairfield 
Lower Hutt 

 
    938 5508 
    027 249 2508  

 

 

Heather 
Salmon 

Committee 
 

29 Hinau Street 
Woburn 
Lower Hutt 

569 7975 
027 245 8694 
 



 

 

 

Mieke 
Wensvoort 

Committee 9 Fantail Gove 
Belmont 
Lower Hutt 

565 0568 
021 02674227 

 

Non-Committee roles 

 

 
 

Joyce Gibson 
 

Almoner 2/3 Coromandel Street 
Newtown 

    389 2188 
    027 672 7128 

 
 

Tony Bouzaid Auditor 43 Chapman Street 
Johnsonville 
Wellington 

    478 5963  
    027 243 8350 
 

 

Graham Wigley Field 
Representative 

13 Chilton Grove 04 972 5170 
027 484 7446 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


