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GETTING TO KNOW OUR 
COUNTRY AND OUR PEOPLE 

Lynnda, Tony, Jaye, Mieke and Tony 
Green were on the first of the two South 
Island tours held early in November last 
year.  

We met up in Christchurch and it was 
very exciting to be travelling again. No 
doubt many of us are going back again 
soon to those stunningly beautiful places. 

There was of course plenty of snow! And 
while Mount Cook stayed hidden, our 
group had a wonderful time exploring the 
area around the Hermitage Hotel. 

  

 

 

Our thanks go to Friendship Force New 
Zealand and the Christchurch club for 
organising the South Island tours. 
Heather Ponder and Peter Higgenbottom 
from the Christchurch club gave us 
wonderful commentaries and 
organisation. More photos describing our 
journey are on pages 2 and 3. 

 



 

FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

Happy New Year 
everyone. Hope 
you are doing well 
and had a lovely 
Christmas holiday. We are just back from 
Bowentown. Vodafone still has little to no 
reception up there and now because of a 
power surge while we were away.no 
computer. 

Well, for Wellington Friendship Force, we 
have a great year planned for you. Look 
at the programme and mark your 
calendars. 

Next month we have the North Island 
Hop, please join in with the activities. You 
may have done some of these before, but 
it is getting out and meeting other people 
and sharing your knowledge as well. This 
will start with the annual Kapiti-Wellington 
picnic at Queen Elizabeth Park on 10 
February. We will take picnic food to 
share with Kapiti and our guests. 

Looking forward to seeing you all soon. 
And a special welcome to Vera Green-
Bargiacchi who has recently become a 
member. 

Don't forget coffee morning this Friday at 
10.30am. I will be bringing my three 
grandchildren along. If you have your 
Grandies bring them along too. Here is a 
pic. from our xmas party. 

Cheers, Lynnda Bouzaid 

THIS MONTH’S TRAVEL QUOTE 

A FEW PHOTOS FROM THE 
SOUTH ISLAND TOUR 

When our tour reached Bluff we were 
reassured that Stewart Island is firmly 
chained to the South Island. The chain 
that sits on the South Island is rusty-
coloured. 

On Stewart Island the chain is a silver 
colour. 

  



 

Although we were not able to enter Dot 
Smith’s castle on the day of our visit to 
Oamaru, from the outside we were 
seriously impressed with the South 
Island’s second proper castle. 

While in Oamaru we also managed to 
snap a picture of a mermaid called Jaye 
who was sunbathing on the Moerakei 
boulders. 

Lynnda and Tony discovered a boulder 
that had more recently rolled out of the 
hill. 

Also near Oamaru, we visited Totara 
Estate which is now managed by 
Heritage New Zealand. We were served 

excellent scones and tea there and this 
was accompanied by song and poetry. 
Tony got up close with a friendly horse at 
Totara Estate. 

Lots of things were big and beautiful in 
the South Island even the vegetables. I 
bet you have not seen this size broccoli in 
Wellington’s supermarkets. See our 
facebook page for more photos of the 
South Island trip. 

JOURNEYS FOR 2021 AND 
BEYOND 

To enable us to explore ‘our country and 
get to know our people’ we have planned 
two club journeys and more mystery 
rambles for 2021. These activities will 
provide us with opportunities for travel 
during our international COVID lockdown. 



 

See the 2021 planner towards the end of 
the newsletter. 

Overseas journeys, inbound and 
outbound, continue to be unlikely in the 
immediate future in view of the current 
14-day quarantine requirements in New 
Zealand and Australia. 

RECENT EVENTS 

Our last 2020 
mystery lunch 
ramble 12 December 

After meeting up at the Avalon duck 
pond, a large group of us set off for the 
Lighthouse Cinema parking lot at 
Pauatanui. We played a most unusual 
dart game there with the dart board lying 
on the ground. It was trickier than we 
might have expected and the ‘steady 
hand of the surveyor’ proved most 
effective with Graham Wigley taking out 
first place. 

Following a short drive along the inlet we 
enjoyed sunshine and a ‘find a feather’ 
competition. Just when we thought no 
one would find a decent size feather, Ian 
Sneddon surprised us all with this large 
black beauty (below). 

 

We then played a short game of 
Petanque followed by a delicious lunch at 
Palmers Garden Centre in Plimmerton. 

OUR ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

On 29 November we held 
our AGM, followed by a meal together. 

We welcomed Malcolm Sime onto our 
committee, while the existing team did a 
reshuffle of their roles. Jaye has become 
our Secretary, while Jenny has stayed on 
as a committee member. Mieke has taken 
on the newsletter editing. 

Our thanks go to all members for their 
company and their contributions to the 
club in 2020. A special thank you to 
Lynnda for leading our club and to the 
rest of the committee (Jenny, Garry, 
John, Kathy, Heather, Jaye, Tony, and 
Mieke) for their support in 2020.  Also, for 
continuing on in 2021. Another thank you 
goes to Joyce, our almoner, Tony 
Bouzaid, our auditor, and Graham Wigley 
for all his work as our lower North Island 
field representative. 

OPERATUNITY XMAS CONCERT 

We enjoyed getting into the 2020 
Christmas mood at the Operatunity ‘Have 
a Merry Little Christmas. This daytime 
concert was held on Monday, 30 
November. 



 

The concert celebrated the magic of O 
Holy Night, Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas, Santa Baby and many more 
well-known songs. The Clarkes (above) 
were part of a group of 16 who enjoyed 
the show. 

Thank you Ngairie for organizing this. 

CLUB STALL AT THORNDON 
FAIR 

Graham Wigley dons a sombrero at the 
Thorndon Fair. Around 30 people 
expressed an interest in the Friendship 
Force at our stall on Sunday, 6 
December. 

 

Club members dressed in costume to 
promote Friendship Force and had an 
enjoyable time meeting and greeting 
people at this fair. 

A follow-up email has gone out to the 
visitors to our site. One person has joined 
the North Island Farming tour and is now 
a member of the Kapiti club. 

UP-COMING EVENTS 

 22 January 
coffee morning 
10.30 am 

Our next coffee morning will be at the 
Pavilion, Williams Park, Day's Bay. 
Accessible by bus or ferry. We hope to 
see you there.  Friends and prospective 
members are very welcome.  

 10 February Kapiti-
Wellington picnic 

Please bring food to share, such as 
quiche, bacon and egg pie, or fruit platter. 
Also bring plates, chairs, sunblock.  

 10-13 February join in when 
our club hosts the North Island 
Hop 

See programme below. 

 8 February visit Kapiti 
Island 

$80 (or $95 if lunch required), payment to 
Friendship Force of Kapiti Coast 03-0732-
0133378-002. Contact Sue Harris text 
0274385143 or email kapitiff@gmail.com 

FFNZ NEWS 

2021 North Island Hop 

In February we will be hosting the North 
Island Hop from 10 to 13 February. Below 
is the programme. Wellington Club 
members can join in for the trips to Kapiti 
Island and Matiu Somes Island. 

We are looking for hosts for this please 
as there will be 20 people from around 
NZ. See the programme below: 

  



 

Wednesday 10 February 
Visit Paekakariki Museum, then talk by 
Anthony Dreaver at Marines Memorial. 
Tram/drive/walk to beach area for picnic 
lunch, where we are 
joined by Wellington 
hosts. Walk in Marines 
wetlands and talk on 
restoration of wetlands 
for climate change. 
Ambassadors go home with Wellington 
hosts. Evening with hosts. 
Thursday 11 February 
Meet at Williams Park Eastbourne to 
catch the ferry to Matiu Somes Island. A 
picnic lunch will be provided. There will 
be the Park Rangers talk and we will 
provide a guided tour of how the island 
has developed over time from European 
settlers arriving to be quarantined, WW2 
prison camp, animal quarantine and now 
a sanctuary for native wildlife.  
Potluck dinner at the Capital Rodders 
Clubrooms, with some fun to entertain 
you all. 
Friday 12 February 
Meet at the Old Hutt Rd Challenge 
Service Station. From here we will travel 
around the Bays of Wellington exploring 
the variety of coastline, with some history 
and little fun activities along the way.  
Hosts will bring morning tea. Lunch will 
be provided.  
Evening with hosts. 
Saturday 13 February 
Meet at the Avalon Duck Pond. From 
here we hop into Kaitoke Regional Park 
for a small bush walk and to see some of 
the settings that were used in Lord of the 
Rings. 
Later we will move onto Aston Norwood 
Café, to wander the beautiful valley 
gardens and meet up with Wairarapa 
hosts for lunch (this will be at your own 
cost). 

Please let Lynnda know if you are able to 
host or would like to join any of the day 
trips - tonyandlynnda@gmail.com   

Exploring Farming in the North 
Island 1-21 March 2021 

There are still two places 
available on the farming 
tour and time to join this 
unique trip. 

The current group consists of four 
couples, two single men and six single 
women. 

For a full itinerary and application form 
email  gjwigley@gmail.com (Graham 
Wigley). 

An overview of the programme is: 
 Hosted by Hamilton-Waikato, South 
Taranaki and Manawatu Clubs 
 Starts in Auckland, ends in Palmerston 
North 
 Focus on farming activities with some 
other adventures included 
 Mix of home hosting and hotel stays 
 Good level of mobility and fitness 
required 
 Price $2,945 pp, includes FFI and host 
club fees. 

National Gathering 

A NZ-wide gathering will be held at El 
Rancho Waikanae from the 13th to the 
16th of April 2021.  Keep this date free. 

The field representatives are holding a 
zoom meeting in January to begin final 
planning for the gathering. 

There will be lots of opportunities to get 
involved with many different types of 
activities based around the Kapiti Coast 
seashore and Waikanae Estuary. 

Debbie Lattey and Graham Wigley have 
inspected the accommodation offered 
and can confirm it is of a very good 
standard. More information to follow 
shortly. Make sure you join in the fun! 



 

Domestic visit from Taupo, 16-19 
April 2021 

We will be hosting Taupo on a domestic 
journey next April 

Would you like to be the co-ordinator for 
this little visit?  If not, are you able to 
host? 

Please let Lynnda know at 
tonyandlynnda@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP 

January 
Christine Meredith 
Jeanette Page 
Ian Speden 
Susan Godfrey 

(Please let us know if we have 
overlooked your birthday so we can get it 
right next year.)

FACEBOOK PAGE 

We’ve been keeping active on our 
Facebook page, so don’t forget to keep 
an eye out for our postings. Go to 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipFor
ceWellington   

Remember to check out and Like our 
postings on our Facebook page. When 
you click Like it spreads the word of who 
we are and what we do.  We’ve currently 
had an upsurge of Likes and Comments – 
all great for getting the word out there. 

We need to know if you don’t wish your 
photo to appear in any of our photos.  
Email Jaye jasmine.m.howey@gmail.com  
And please make sure you don’t get in 
any of our group photos. 

WEBSITES 

We update our club website regularly, not 
only with this newsletter but also with 
other information. Take a moment to 
check it out often so you can keep up to 
date with what’s happening. Go to 
www.wellington.friendshipforce.co.nz 
 

Save the dates….Put them in your calendar and add an alert to 
make sure you don’t overlook them! 

Friday 22 January 10.30 am Coffee morning 

10 February Wednesday 10.30 am - picnic Day with Kapiti Club and Kiwi 
Ambassadors at Queen Elizabeth Park. 

10-13 February Hosting North Island Hop 

1-21 March FFNZ Farming Adventure 

13-16 April New Zealand Friendship Force National Gathering 

Due now annual sub. $45 per person or $90 per couple – social members pay $22 per 
person or $44 per couple. 



 

2021 PLAN 

22 January Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
25 January Sunday 4 pm - committee meeting + takeaway dinner @ Lynnda’s 
10–13 February NZFF – ‘North Island Hop’– all club members invited to all activities. 
10 February Wednesday 10.30 am - picnic Day with Kapiti Club and Kiwi 

Ambassadors at Queen Elizabeth Park. 
11 February Thursday 10.30 am - Days Bay to catch ferry to  Matiu Somes Island:  

BYO lunch and drink. 
Ferry return time 2.40 pm for ice-cream/coffee at the Pavilion, Fish 
and Chip dinner at Capital Rodders club rooms or Petone 

12 February Friday 10.30 am - around the bays drive – meet  
at Caltex Old Hutt Rd Truck Stop Service Station. 
Lunch at the Chocolate Fish. 

1–21 March NZFF - Farming Journey – North Island 
19th March Wednesday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
23rd March Tuesday 7 pm - committee meeting 
13–16 April FFNZ – National Gathering @ El Rancho 
16-19 April Possibly Taupo Club visit and catch the train to Wairarapa 
23rd April Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Jaye. 
2nd May Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
6 days CLUB JOURNEY – Te Kahui Maunga (majestic mountains) 
21 May Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
18 June Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Graham 
 For Wintertime Graham to find a theatre performance for us. 
 Perhaps Ngaire find Operatunity visit as well 
20th June Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
23rd July Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
1st August Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
20th August Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Lynnda 
12th September Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
17th September Friday 10.30 am -coffee morning – host Kathy 
22nd October Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble hosts Tony and Tony 
24th October Sunday 7pm - committee meeting 
19th November Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
28th November Sunday 4.30 pm – AGM and dinner 
11th December Saturday 10.30 am -lunch ramble – host required 

Note:  For lunch rambles meet at the Avalon Duck Pond. 

Other activities to come this year: 
When borders open Albany will be visiting us and hosts are required 
Taupo has also been invited and are planning a club journey to Wellington. 
2022 – keep March free 11-12 day CLUB TOUR Tai Rawhiti (the rising sun from the sea) 
  



 

The Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognise that I can make a difference.  I recognise 
that I have a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. 

As I embark upon this adventure, I know that others are watching me. 

I know that through my example to my own fellow citizens and the people of other nations, 
the cause of friendship, love and peace can be furthered. 

I can make a difference 

Committee 2021 

 
 

   

Lynnda Bouzaid 
President 
JOHNSONVILLE 
478 5963 
021 596 632 

Jaye Howey 
Secretary 
FAIRFIELD 
938 5508 
027 249 2508 

Garry Peak 
Treasurer 
WOBURN 

Sir John Clarke 
Committee 
NAENAE 
 

Lady Kathleen 
Clarke, Committee 
NAENAE 
 

 
 

  

 

Tony Green 
Committee 
BELMONT 

Heather Salmond 
Committee 
WOBURN 
 

Mieke Wensvoort 
Newsletter Editor 
BELMONT 
565 0568 
021 02674227 

Jenny Wigley 
Committee 
LOWER HUTT 

 

Other roles 

 

  

Joyce Gibson 
Club Almoner 
NEWTOWN 
 

Tony Bouzaid 
Club Auditor 
JOHNSONVILLE 
 

Graham Wigley 
NZ Field 
Representative 
LOWER HUTT 
 

  

 


