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‘RARELY SEEN PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF THE EXTRAORDINARY’ 

The National Geographic is holding an 
exhibition, featuring striking images of 
places and natural phenomena seldom 
seen by human eyes. 

On 9 April Jaye Howie is organising a 
lunch ramble that focuses on this 
photograph exhibition. It is being held at 
Expressions, 836 Fergusson Drive, Upper 
Hutt. Expressions is part of the City 
Council X20 Stream complex. It is only a 
short walk from the Upper Hutt Station and 
the entry is a gold coin koha. 

10.30:  Meet at duck pond 
10.50: Coffee at Expressions Art and 
Entertainment Centre. (Optional) 
11.15: (Also at Expressions) National 
Geographic “Rarely Seen” photographic 
exhibition. 
12.30: Lunch at The Fig Tree, 386 
Fergusson Drive, Heretaunga. Excellent 
cabinet food. Also blackboard menu 

Contact us 
 Lynnda Bouzaid 478 5963 

(President) or Tony Green 

021-0357208 (Membership) 
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NORTH- ISLAND FARMING 
TOUR:  3-21 MARCH 
by Malcom Sime 

Being a relative newbie and not having 
experienced a Friendship Force tour, I 
applied immediately for this farming tour. 
Originally, the tour would be for overseas 
visitors, but due to Covid it was offered to 
Kiwi members instead. 

With eager anticipation I was looking 
forward to learning about life in the farming 
community. Then, on the night before our 
departure, I was shattered: the phone rang 
at 9.30 am with the news that ‘Auckland is 
in Level 3, the rest of the country in Level 
2, further details to follow.’ What would this 
mean? Would the trip be ‘on’ or ‘off’. 

Only last year in May, my first experience 
of travelling with Friendship Force to 
Canada/USA was cancelled because of 
Covid. Was I going to be disappointed for 
a second time? Not so, Sunday’s news 
from journey leader Graham, brightened 
the day.  

Apart from two people unable to ‘escape 
Auckland’, the remaining 14 were asked to 
get themselves to Hamilton, instead of 
Auckland, two days later, where we were 
met by our hosts. We were whisked off to 
our accommodation, with some staying in 
the Hamilton area, while others were 
based around Cambridge.  

Being out in the countryside on a 10-acre 
block, with own bedroom, and bathroom, 
and to be able to walk over the estate, was 

certainly a great start for a newbie. My 
friendly hosts could not have been nicer or 
done more for me. 

Although we had missed two days in 
Auckland, this was certainly a great start, 
and exceeded my expectations. 

The next day we met for a guided tour of 
the Hamilton Gardens. People I knew had 
raved about these for quite some time, so 
they were already on my ‘need to visit’ list. 
Despite some light rain, that did not deter 
any of us, the tour with a garden expert 
sharing his wealth of knowledge, finished 
up being the first of many highlights that 
were enjoyed by all, over the 19 days. 

Our Hamilton stay highlights included: 

 the world's only 100% organic tea 
plantation - Zealong Estate (note: water 
for tea should not be boiling, but be 
somewhere in the range of 80°-90°) 

 Windsor Horse Park Stud 
 Alpaca stud farm 
 Woodlands Estate, a magnificent 

homestead, where the rooms are set up 
with period furniture 

 world-class velodrome and the rowing 
course at Lake Karapiro 

 small organic dairy farm (20 percent of 
production to local market, dispensed 
through two Italian slot machines - you 
fed your money and placed your bottle 
under the dispensing nozzle.) 



 

Our Hamilton stay ended with a Thai 
farewell dinner. Following our goodbyes, 
we were off the next morning to Rotorua. 
The trip highlights from Rotorua onwards 
will be continued in our next newsletter. 
For more photos see our web pages. 

In the meantime, the trip scored 11 out of 
10, as normally my highest mark is 9.9, as 
nothing is perfect. The whole tour certainly 
far exceeded my expectations, and I 
returned a very happy newbie. 

FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

Wow! We are now 
in April and I think I 
lost February and 
March. It has certainly been a busy start to 
the year.  

The North Island Hop Journey went well. It 
was wonderful to see so many of our 
members participating fully in this event.  I 
have never had an exchange that got out 
there and explored Matiu Somes Island so 
much. This also covered our Annual Picnic 
with Kapiti – which was good to have so 
many people together. 

We have had two good coffee mornings 
with around 20 people at each. Thank you, 
Kathy, for organising these. They are a 
great opportunity to catch up with what’s 
on in the club, and to meet with each other 
socially. 

Thank you to those who answered my 
activity survey. Dinner was one of those 
activities selected by members. We had 
20 dine at Petone on Sunday. We all had 
lovely meals and of course great 
company. 

I am looking forward to Jaye’s lunch 
ramble on the 9th of April. The reason this 
has been brought forward is because of 
Easter and School Holidays. With the 
National Gathering and Taupo visit it is 
going to be a busy month. 

Our next lot of visitors are Taupo FF from 
16 to 19th April. Hopefully, you will be able 
to join in with some of these activities. I will 
send a programme out after Easter. 



 

There have been journeys all over New 
Zealand with FFNZ which some of us have 
enjoyed. There are still vacancies on the 
West Coast Journey in May. 

The National Gathering, 13th-16th April, in 
Waikanae is still available for those who 
wish to register. We have seven of our 
members registered. I am looking forward 
to the estuary talk and walks along the 
Waikanae River. 

WELCOME NIBBLES AND 
NATTER 

Lynnda recently hosted a ‘Welcome to 
WFF nibbles and natter.’ Three 
prospective members attended this and it 
was a relaxing way to tell people about the 
Friendship Force and our club. 

Four other people responded to the 
welcome invite, expressing interest in our 
club. We are hoping they will soon visit one 
of our club activities. 

Thank you to Graham and his team for 
organising and participating at the 
February Petone Fair. Jaye and Mieke will 
continue to following up with prospective 
members and send them our newsletters. 

We are also using Facebook to promote 
our club to ‘younger’ people. To do this we 
need our members to like our page and 
like the posts that come up. We have 843 
likes and comments on our page this 
month. Facebook is also great to show the 
world that here in Wellington NZ we are 
safe and well. Our friends from overseas 
enjoy seeing what we are up to. 
Remember many of them are still in some 
form of lockdown. 

NORTH ISLAND HOP 

February was a busy month for getting to 
know more our country and our people. 
Nineteen New Zealanders who were on 

the North Island Hop spent three nights in 
Wellington. 

Through the Hop, we spent three delightful 
days with FF club members from all over 
New Zealand. The highlights of their visit 
to Wellington included: 

 Kapita Coast picnic 
 Somes Island 
 round the bays and Mount Victoria 

lookout 
 lunch at the Chocolate Fish 
 Kaitoki regional park for the Lord of the 

Rings shooting locations and a BBQ.



 

The Wairarapa club joined in the BBQ, 
followed by a walk through the Ashton 
Norwood gardens. Some of us travelled to 
Masterton and joined the Hop when they 
visited Stonehenge Aotearoa. This was a 
fascinating place and our guide was most 
entertaining. We learnt that our star signs 
are all wrong. 

MEMBERS’ PROFILES 

Sue Walker  
I was born and brought up with one brother 
in Cheshire in England. I studied 
biochemistry at University College, 
London. During my final year I applied to 
VSO (Volunteer Service Abroad) and a 
couple of months after finishing my 
degree, I was off with them to Uganda.  

I worked in the hospital laboratory of 
Mulago Hospital, the main hospital in the 
capital, Kampala. (If you have seen the 
film ‘The Last King of Scotland’ about Idi 
Amin you will have seen shots of the 
outside of the hospital). I really enjoyed my 
time there living and working in a truly 
multicultural environment. After my 15 
months as a volunteer I was offered a 
contract at the medical school so I spent a 
further 2 years in Uganda. It was during my 
last year that I met Bob who was a VSO 
volunteer working for the Fisheries 
Department.  

After 1 year back in the UK we married and 
went out to Malawi where Bob had been 
offered a contract with FAO (the Food and 

Agriculture Organisation of the United 
Nations). We spent two and a half years 
here, mainly on the shores of Lake Malawi 
at Monkey Bay and my elder daughter was 
born in the capital, Lilongwe.  

After this we returned to UK for six years 
(and another daughter) but itchy feet 
eventually brought us to New Zealand in 
1983. We spent the first five years in 
Auckland before moving to the Wellington 
area in 1988, first to Tawa and then to 
Whitby in 2003.  

 

I worked for many years at ESR (Institute 
of Environmental Science and Research) 
in the area of human bacterial and viral 
disease surveillance and found this very 
interesting. I still do some casual work, 
especially in the viral area in their winter 
busy season. I managed one day last year 
until we went in to level 2 the first time and 
as I am over 70 they didn’t want me after 
that.We first heard of Friendship Force 
while we were in Tawa and thought that it 
seemed like a great idea, but with two 
teenage daughters at home, and no spare 
bedroom, the time was not right. However, 
when Lis and Dave Pyle told us about it in 
2005 we jumped at the chance to find out 
more and joined in early 2006.  

Our first trip was to Russia and Turkey in 
September of that year and we had our 
first hosting, of the Adelaide club, shortly 
after we got back. Since then we have 
been to Thailand, Indonesia, Mexico, 
Costa Rica, Canada, USA, Germany, 
Hungary, Hawaii, Japan, Norway, UK, 



 

South Africa and West Australia. Many of 
these exchanges gave us the opportunity 
to add on extra travel, like the amazing 
tour that we did in Namibia in 2019.  

Bob Walker 
I was born on the Wirral, a peninsula 
between Liverpool/Lancashire and 
Wales.  I am mostly Welsh by origin and 
preference but genetically I must have all 
parts of North West Europe in there. 

I am bilingual and after leaving school in 
Caernarfon worked in the Metrological 
Office in various locations in England and 
Wales. I then studied mathematics at 
Newcastle University upon Tyne. 

I was a keen outdoor man going for weeks 
away in a tent to work in various national 
parks in UK, including forestry and path 
clearance and maintenance.  

I also spent my holiday time in work camps 
in Norway, Germany and South Tyrol 
volunteering in supporting the natural 
habitat, children’s homes, and at times in 
quite spectacular parts of these countries. 
These camps grew out of a European view 
after the war that European adolescents 
should not be isolated within their 
countries and from each other. Thus, most 
of the time, the camps were multinational 
from all parts of Western and Eastern 
Europe. 

I then went to work in VSO in Uganda, 
where I met Sue. I was employed as a 
fishery statistician and data processor, but 
a big bulk of my time was spent out on 
Safari and in the Bush.  

After Sue and I married, we spent over two 
years in Malawi. Essentially I was doing 
the same work as for the FAO, again with 
the bulk of work being on safaris and on 
the lakeshore.  

THIS MONTH’S TRAVEL QUOTE 

 

JOURNEYS FOR 2021 AND 
BEYOND 

Fifteen members are getting together on 
Te Kahui Maunga (a 5-night tour of our 
North Island mountains). This is one of two 
journeys planned to enable us to explore 
‘our country and get to know our people’. 
The other journey is expected to take 
place next year in March - Tai Rawhiti (the 
rising sun from the sea). This journey 
takes in the East Coast Bays, starting in 
Havelock North and concluding in Taupo. 

The Northener is finally running again so a 
visit to Hamilton is also being planned. 
Keep a look out for mystery rambles in 
2021 as well. These activities will provide 
us with opportunities for travel during our 
international COVID lockdown.  



 

Overseas journeys, inbound and 
outbound, are slowly starting to surface 
but vaccinations are likely to be wanted by 
many of us before travelling overseas. In 
2022, West Kentucky is down for a visit to 
New Zealand, as is Hobart, combined with 
Tamworth. 

UP-COMING CLUB EVENTS 

 9 April lunch ramble 
See page 1. 

 16-20 April 

Visit from the Taupo Friendship Force 
club. 

 30 July 

Roger Hall play Winding Up. Please 
deposit $30 into the 02 account (03-0531-
0524671-002) if you wish to see this play. 
Reference payment with Roger Hall. 
Jenny Wigley is organizing this event. 

FFNZ NEWS 

2021 National 
Gathering, El Rancho, Waikanae 

Seventy people have registered for the 
meeting – 13-16 April. There will be lots of 
opportunities to get involved with many 
different types of activities based around 
the Kapiti Coast seashore and Waikanae 
Estuary. 

Debbie Lattey and Graham Wigley have 
inspected the accommodation offered and 
can confirm it is of a very good standard. 
Make sure you join in the fun!  
www.friendshipforce.org.nz/national-
gathering-2021 

RECENT EVENTS 

Dinner at Speights 
28 March 

About 20 members had 
dinner at Speights Ale House Petone on 
Sunday 28 March 2021. The fodder was 
well received as of a very high standard for 
‘Pub’ food. The ambiance in these 
establishments is such that conversation 
is more than a little difficult due to the 
cacophony created by the other patrons 
most of whom were in various states of 
inebriation. 

Suffice to say however that the author was 
able to effect meaningful conversations 
across his table with two gentlemen of 
extraordinarily high esteem and 
biographical narratives. Eddie Blackwell 
whom I have barely spoken to prior, has a 
story which would make men lesser than 
myself flinch. He served eight years in the 
Rhodesian Army during the Ian Smith era 
prior to the takeover by dictator Robert 
Mugabe. He wielded a machine gun on the 
back of a armoured vehicle to take on the 
terrorists. He also made mention of a little 
known fact that big contingents of the 
regular army were native soldiers whose 
singing and marching was most poignant 
and moving even for the most hardened 
troopers. 

  



 

Ian Speden and I reminisced over the 
compulsory military training or ‘cadets’ that 
we endured but also noted how as ‘baby 
boomers’ we were the lucky generation 
who never faced an enemy despite the 
Vietnam war or Eddie’s war of 
independence for Rhodesia. Such are the 
benefits of membership of our club that 
one need not here dilate further on its 
many virtues and excellences - it needs 
only to be known to be esteemed. (Fred 
Green Esq.) 

MEMBERSHIP 
February birthdays 
Tony Bouzaid 
Lynnda Bouzaid 
Ngarie Durnford 
Vera Green-
Bargiacchi 
Verena Madgwick 
Lyn Morris 
David Pyle 
Jim Thompson 
Sue Wallker 
Kaye Vaka’uta 
March birthdays 
Sally Doig 
Ian Jones 
Claudette Mouzouri 

(Please let us know if we have overlooked 
your birthday so we can get it right next 
year.) 

FACEBOOK PAGE 

We’ve been keeping active on 
our Facebook page, so don’t 
forget to keep an eye out for 
our postings. Go to 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipFor
ceWellington 

Remember to check out and Like our 
postings on our Facebook page. When 
you click Like it spreads the word of who 
we are and what we do. We’ve currently 
had an upsurge of Likes and Comments – 
all great for getting the word out there. 

We need to know if you don’t wish your 
photo to appear in any of our photos.  
Email Jaye jasmine.m.howey@gmail.com  
And please make sure you don’t get in any 
of our group photos. 

WEBSITES 

We update our club website 
regularly, not only with this 
newsletter but also with 
other information. Take a 
moment to check it out often 
so you can keep up to date 
with what’s happening. Go to 
www.wellington.friendshipforce.co.nz 

Take some time and have a look at the 
following link and view some of the very 
interesting visual journeys and other 
interesting online events that are available to 
you all. Simple just click on the following link 
and it will take you to the website page: 

https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-
experiences/ 



 

Save the dates….Put them in your calendar and add an 
alert to make sure you don’t overlook them! 

Friday 9 April Lunch Ramble - 10.30 at the Avalon duckpond – see page 1. 

13-16 April Tuesday to Friday – National Gathering at El Rancho, 
Waikanae. 

16-20 April Hosting Taupo club 

10-17 and 20-27 May FFNZ West Coast tour 

2021 PLAN 

9 April Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Jaye 
13–16 April FFNZ – National Gathering @ El Rancho 
16-20 April Taupo Club will leave for Featherston after breakfast with hosts 
2nd May Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
16 May Show and tell afternoon tea 
21 May Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
18 June Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Graham 
 Perhaps Ngaire find Operatunity visit as well 
20th June Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
23rd July Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
30 July  Roger Hall – Winding Up – queries to Jennifer Wigley 
1st August Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
20th August Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Lynnda 
12th September Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
11-15 
September 

CLUB JOURNEY – Te Kahui Maunga (majestic mountains) 

17th September Friday 10.30 am -coffee morning – host Kathy 
22nd October Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble hosts Tony and Tony 
24th October Sunday 7pm - committee meeting 
19th November Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
28th November Sunday 4.30 pm – AGM and dinner 
11th December Saturday 10.30 am -lunch ramble – host required 

Note:  For lunch rambles meet at the Avalon Duck Pond. 
  



 

Committee 2021 

 
 

   

Lynnda Bouzaid 
President 
JOHNSONVILLE 
478 5963 
021 596 632 

Jaye Howey 
Secretary 
FAIRFIELD 
938 5508 
027 249 2508 

Garry Peak 
Treasurer 
WOBURN 

Sir John Clarke 
Committee 
NAENAE 
 

Lady Kathleen 
Clarke, Committee 
NAENAE 
 

 
 

   

Tony Green 
Committee 
BELMONT 

Heather 
Salmond 
Committee 
WOBURN 
 

Mieke Wensvoort 
Newsletter Editor 
BELMONT 
565 0568 
021 02674227 

Jenny Wigley 
Committee 
LOWER HUTT 

Malcolm Sime 
Committee 
EASTBOURNE 

Other roles 

 

  

Joyce Gibson 
Club Almoner 
NEWTOWN 
 

Tony Bouzaid 
Club Auditor 
JOHNSONVILLE 
 

Graham Wigley 
NZ Field 
Representative 
LOWER HUTT 
 

  

 

The Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognise that I can make a difference.  I recognise 
that I have a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. 

As I embark upon this adventure, I know that others are watching me. 

I know that through my example to my own fellow citizens and the people of other nations, 
the cause of friendship, love and peace can be furthered. 

I can make a difference 


