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ROCKING AROUND THE CLOCK 
AT THE 2021 NATIONAL 
GATHERING 

None other than the Wellington Friendship 
Force Club band entertained members 
from all over New Zealand at the recent 
Friendship Force National Gathering held 
at El Rancho, Waikanae. 

Seeing Graham, Bob and Rhys, pictured 
at the recent gathering, took me (your 
editor) back to our Alabama visit in 2019.  
Listening to the band and getting up to 
boogie with our Alabama visitors was a 
highlight for me. On page 3 there is a 
summary of the gathering discussions. 

 
7 JUNE – RED ROCKS WALK 
Meet at 10.30 a.m. Owhiro Bay car park. 
Bring flask of hot water and something to 
eat. Lynnda will bring tea, coffee, milk. 

18 JUNE – BOWLING 
Let Graham know by 4 June if you’re 
coming to the Wellington and Kapiti 
Friendship Force get-together – Naenae 
Bowling Club, 25 Vogel Street.  Flat-soled 
shoes essential. Arrive 10 a.m. $11 
Optional lunch $10  

Contact us 
 Lynnda Bouzaid 478 5963 

(President) or Tony Green 

021-0357208 (Membership) 
Inside 
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AMAZING SOUTH ISLAND ALPS 
AND WEST COAST – 10-17 MAY 

 

Jaye Howey, Heather Salmon and Jim 
Thomson were on the first West Coast trip 
organised by Friendship Force New 
Zealand. The imagery posted on their 
Facebook pages is amazing.  Photo 
above, captured from fast-moving coach, 
was taken as they headed into Arthur’s 
Pass. Here is just a small selection of what 
they saw and experienced. There was 
some brilliant weather for a good part of 
their journey. The Waimakariri river is 
pictured on the right. 

The four inches of rain in Hokitika did 
change things a little but that’s the West 
Coast for you. The Hokitika tower (below) 
is part of a native bush walk in the tree 
tops. 

Heather Salmon described her day on the 
West Coast as follows, “On to Reefton, 
fascinating little town, steeped in gold 
mining history. The shops are being licked 
back into shape as now it’s a recreation 
centre for visitors from Nelson, Blenheim 
and Christchurch who mountain bike or 4-
wheel drive over now disused mine trails.  

We picked up John, a DOC historian, who 
guided us out to and through the ghost 
town of Waiuta where $1.6 billion worth of 
gold was extracted from the one sizable 
gold seam shown below between 1908 
and 1951. 

When the company folded, the townsfolk 
disappeared almost overnight to find work, 
and the houses were either towed away 



 
and replanted elsewhere, or left to rot 
away. We viewed the remains, including 
shaft chimneys, concrete foundations, 
rusting machinery, a few brick chimneys 
standing alone on the grass, a concrete 
swimming pool, built by the company for 
staff families – not miners – and about four 
remaining houses. The story of the gold 
discovery was fascinating. 

Back to Reefton to view the Mining School 
to teach miners how to recognize gold, 
and a cosy bed in one of the town’s early 
pubs! A day of history rather than 
scenery!” 

Malcolm, Erica, Ian and Christine are on 
the second West Coast tour that started on 
20 May There will be more photos from 
both these tours in the next newsletter. 

NATIONAL GATHERING 
REPORT 13-16 APRIL 

Nine members of our club 
enjoyed the national gathering 
this year held at Waikanae. Your 
editor thought it might just be a talkfest 
about membership, but no they just had a 
fun time and the weather was amazing. 

In the more serious parts of the gathering 
the discussions included:  
 MyFriendshipforceInternational 

website and membership number 
 New Zealand-wide journeys 
 National Friendship Club 
 Membership growth 

The ideas presented and discussed at the 
gathering are available on the Friendship 
Force New Zealand website: 
www.friendshipforce.org.nz/national-
gathering-2021 

Members who are interested in club 
membership building can offer their 
assistance to Graham Wigley (field 
representative). Do consider how you 
might be able to help if you have the time 
and energy to do so. Your input will be 
most welcomed. 

New Zealand-wide Journeys  
Strong clubs with good numbers of active 
members request FF International for both 
inward and outward international journeys 
each year. 

Clubs with smaller numbers of active 
members can request involvement in 
inward hosting of NZ-wide journeys.  Their 
members can also apply to join a number 
of NZ-wide outward journeys – once we 
are travelling internationally again. 

Creating NZ-wide outward journeys also 
gives us the opportunity to promote these 
journeys to members anywhere in NZ, 
thus potentially increasing our 
membership. 

  



 
International membership number Full 
members of Wellington Friendship Force 
International are encouraged to get a 
membership number from Friendship 
Force International. When you travel in 
2022 on an international or domestic 
Friendship Force journey you will need to 
be registered with Friendship Force 
International. To get your number use the 
following address: 
https://my.friendshipforce.org/en/users/sig
n_in 

Friendship Force Online aims to provide 
a simple, clear tool that will eventually 
house all our member resources and 
provide all member contact. It will keep 
you up to speed with news from FFI and 
around the world. Sign up with your name, 
club and email address: 
blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-
experiences/ 

FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

Autumn was 
short, Winter is 
here already. 

Great to see so many of our members 
supporting our national gathering and the 
two journeys on the West Coast and 
Holdsworth. 

Thank you to those who attended the 
Show and Tell at the Collective 
Community Hub in Johnsonville.. It is a 
great venue that I am sure we will use it 
again. 

We have been asked to host Kempsey, 
New South Wales, from 12 to 17 
November. Kempsey is a little town about 
the size of Fielding. It is great that we are 
scheduled to host their club.. They have 
had horrific fires, the Covid lockdown and 
then bad floods. When I announced it at 
the Show and Tell, it was great to see 
everyones support for us hosting their 
club. Fantastic our first international 
hosting post Covid.  

Looking forward to the extra activities we 
have coming up over winter - Red Rocks 
walk, Circa Theatre and the Northern 
Explorer train trip with hosting by Waikato 
club. I hate the cold, but I hope it is 
snowing when we travel through National 
Park. 

We also have the lunch ramble that 
Graham has organised with Kapiti Club. 
This should be lots of fun. 

NOW MORE THAN EVER 

Help promote our club to friends and 
family. Send them a copy of the picture 
below, including the link, which covers the 
mission of Friendship Force: 
www.friendshipforce.org/now-more-than-
ever-our-newest-video/ 

 



 

NORTH- ISLAND FARMING 
TOUR  3-21 MARCH 
by Malcom Sime 

The North Island farm tour was originally 
intended for Friendship Force members 
from overseas. Graham Wigley took over 
running this tour for NZ members. Others 
on the tour from our club were Jenny 
Wigley and Ngarie and John Durnford. 

This newsletter covers the main activities 
on this journey as we headed off from 
Hamilton to Rotorua.  

At our first stop, Te Puea Orchard, we 
were greeted by the  caretakers and 
volunteers. They had set out a very long 
dining table in their grounds for us and  we 
felt treated like royalty. Their food was 
delicious. 

Following lunch we viewed the kumaras 
growing, before being shown the correct 
way to harvest these. Then we had a 
chance ourselves to harvest a few for 
them. 

After lunch we visited a deer farm and 
some of us made use of the pools. The 
next morning we checked out the Huka 
Falls, before dropping seven of ours off 
outside the kayak tour shop. 

With the control gates open, the Waikato 
river flow was excellent. Our group 
paddled past Cherry Island, the bungee 
jump, where regrettably no one was 

jumping, before stopping at a point where 
a hot water stream flows into 2-3 pools, 
before entering the river. 

That night we stayed at the Forgotten 
World Motel, followed the next morning by 
an early start as we left for the Forgotten 
World Rail Carts. One of the highlights of 
the tour! At Okahukura, ‘Cowboy’, our 
guide for that day, allocated us three six-
seater golf carts. The accelerator and 
brake pedal were all that the driver 
needed. We traveled over bridges and 
through 21 hand-built brick tunnels, 
including the longest tunnel at 1.5 
kilometres. 

The journey ended at Whangamomona 
Station, where most of us walked to the 
local hotel. The next day, the Forgotten 
Highway – passing through beautiful 
sections of native bush, which probably 
looked the same today, as it would have 
prior to the arrival of any early settlers. 

Our next stops included: 
 Te Popo Gardens - has 28 life-size 

South African animals 
 Two rotary milking platforms in action 

which each hold 40 cows - herd of 600 
cows milked in 1 hour 

 Tawhiti Museum and the Whalers and 
Traders Exhibition 

 a possum factory and showroom - an 
expensive stop for some of us! 

 Dawson Falls 
 Whanganui paddle steamer Waimarie 
 Lake Virginia Winter Gardens 
 Quartz Museum of Studio Ceramics,  



 

 NZ Glassworks and Drurie Tower for a 
magnificent vista. 

The final leg of the North Island farm tour 
took us to Fielding, where we met our 
hosts who all belong to the Manawatu 
Club. 

The Manawatu club covers a wide area so 
we had tour members staying in Fielding, 
Palmerston North, Martin and Taihape, 
one hour away. 

Highlights of the Fielding stay included: 
 Gumboot throwing in Taihape 
 Picking peacharines 
 Visiting inflatable boats factory 
 Learning about asparagus growing 
 Watching auctioneers at the Feilding 

saleyards 
 Visiting the Central District Field Days 

that was held in the Manfield motor 
racing circuit. 

Our journey ended with a bus ride from 
Palmerston North. Two hours and 15 
minutes later, we were at the Wellington 
railway station. 

The whole journey was an incredible 
experience, and I felt very privileged to be 
part of it and to have had the opportunity 
to meet so many amazing members from 
other Friendship Force Clubs. Also, to 
learn more about the way of life for NZ 
farmers from people who were so 
passionate about their job and lifestyle. 

JOURNEYS FOR 2021 AND 
BEYOND 

NORTHENER TO HAMILTON 16-19 JULY 

Hamilton Friendshiip Force is hosting us 
for three nights so our train trip north has 
become even more exciting. We have 
waited quite some time for the Northener 
to resume its service. Having the locals 
show us around is such a bonus. Thank 
you Hamilton for hosting and Lynnda for 
leading this weekend journey!!  

TE KAHUI MAUGNA 11-15 SEPTEMBER 
Fifteen members are getting together on a 
5-night tour of our North Island mountains. 
This journey plans to use two mini buses 
and includes a catch up with some FF 
members in South Taranaki. Your editor is 
leading this journey. 



 

TAI RAWHITI 2022  
ThIs journey is expected to take place next 
year in March - Tai Rawhiti (the rising sun 
from the sea). This journey takes in the 
East Coast Bays, starting in Havelock 
North and concluding in Taupo. Sir John 
Clarke is leading this journey so let him 
know if you wish to be included. 

MYSTERY RAMBLES 2021 
Keep a look out for mystery rambles in 
2021 as well. Lynnda has called on some 
club members to help with these and we 
recently had a great photo exbition in 
Upper Hutt. Bowling is up 
next together with the Kapiti 
club. These activities 
and our club journeys 
will provide us with 
opportunities for travel 
during our international COVID lockdown.  

10-DAY FIORDLAND CRUISE 21-31 
AUGUST 2022 

Southern Discovery are organising this 
cruise.  It starts in Te Anau on 21 August 
2022 and costs $5,630. After cruising the 
fiords, you are flown back to Te Anau by 
helicopter. 

The boat takes 16 passengers in eight 
cabins. Go to the Affinity Cruises website, 
and pencil in a booking, or email: 
vicky@affinitycruises.co.nz 

Malcolm Sime is thinking of travelling to Te 
Anau by car so get in touch with him if you 
are interested in this journey. 

OVERSEAS JOURNEYS  

Overseas journeys, inbound and 
outbound, are slowly starting to surface 
but vaccinations are likely to be wanted by 
many of us before travelling overseas.  

Inbound 
 Kempsey (Australia) 14-22 November 

2021 – Lynnda looking into a 5-day 
stay with Wellington, Wairarapa and 
Christchurch 

 West Kentucky (November 2022); and 
Hobart (keen for April 2022) 

 Albany – no update. 
Outbound 
 Possibly, mystery tour to Australia, 

2022 
 Cook Islands. Goodwill visit with 

service element? Date ?? 

UP-COMING CLUB 
EVENTS 

 7 June Red 
Rocks walk  See 
page 1. 

 18 June – Bowling with 
Kapiti club See page 1. 

 22 June – committee 
meeting 

 16-19 July Northener trip  

 30 July Roger Hall play 
Winding Up. 

PINNED OUT – TRY A MAGNET 

If you are no longer happy with the pin on 
the back of your name badge making 
holes in your clothing, for $5, Cook 
Super Trophies, 46 Victoria Street, 
Alicetown, Lower Hutt, will replace 
the clip with a very strong magnet 
system. This means no more holes in your 
good clothes. Malcolm Sime had his name 
badge changed with this system, so feel 
free to check this out his ‘upgraded 
badge’. 



 

MEMBERSHIP 
April birthdays 
Sir John Clarke 
Erica Speden 
May birthdays 
Lady Kathy Clarke 
Noel Kilmaertin 
Bruce Macdonald 

(Please let us know if we have overlooked 
your birthday so we can get it right next 
year.) 

FACEBOOK PAGE 

We’ve been keeping active on 
our Facebook page, so don’t 
forget to keep an eye out for 
our postings. Go to 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendshipFor
ceWellington 

Remember to check out and Like our 
postings on our Facebook page. When 
you click Like it spreads the word of who 
we are and what we do. We’ve currently 
had an upsurge of Likes and Comments – 
all great for getting the word out there. 

We need to know if you don’t wish your 
photo to appear in any of our photos.  
Email Jaye jasmine.m.howey@gmail.com  
And please make sure you don’t get in any 
of our group photos. 

WEBSITES 

We update our club website 
regularly, not only with this 
newsletter but also with 
other information. Take a 
moment to check it out often 
so you can keep up to date 
with what’s happening. Go to 
www.wellington.friendshipforce.co.nz 

Take some time and have a look at the 
following link and view some of the very 
interesting visual journeys and other 
interesting online events that are available to 
you all. Simple just click on the following link 
and it will take you to the website page: 

https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-
experiences/ 

Save the dates….Put them in your calendar and add an 
alert to make sure you don’t overlook them! 

Monday 7 June Red Rocks walk – 10.30 a.m. Owhira Bay car park. 

Friday 18 June Rambling at the Naenae Bowling Club 10 a.m. 25 Vogel Street, 
Naenae – flat-soled shoes essential $11 – optional lunch $10  

16-19 July Northener to Hamilton Friendship Force club. 

Friday, 23 July Coffee morning 

Friday, 30 July Circa Theatre ‘Winding Up’ by Roger Hall, 6.30 p.m. –  optional 
dinner afterwards (Dragon fly, Wellington). 



 

2021 PLAN 

18 June Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Graham 
 Perhaps Ngaire find Operatunity visit as well 
22th June Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
16th -19th July Northener to Hamilton Friendship Force club 
23rd July Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
16-19 July Northener to Hamilton Friendship Force club 
30 July  Roger Hall – Winding Up – queries to Jennifer Wigley 
1st August Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
20th August Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Lynnda 
12th September Sunday 7 pm - committee meeting 
11-15 
September 

CLUB JOURNEY – Te Kahui Maunga (majestic mountains) 

17th September Friday 10.30 am -coffee morning – host Kathy 
22nd October Friday 10.30 am - lunch ramble hosts Tony and Tony 
24th October Sunday 7pm - committee meeting 
19th November Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
28th November Sunday 4.30 pm – AGM and dinner 
11th December Saturday 10.30 am -lunch ramble – host required 

Committee 2021 

 
 

   

Lynnda Bouzaid 
President 
JOHNSONVILLE 
478 5963 
021 596 632 

Jaye Howey 
Secretary 
FAIRFIELD 
938 5508 
027 249 2508 

Garry Peak 
Treasurer 
WOBURN 

Sir John Clarke 
Committee 
NAENAE 
 

Lady Kathleen 
Clarke, Committee 
NAENAE 
 

 
 

   

Tony Green 
Committee 
BELMONT 

Heather 
Salmond 
Committee 
WOBURN 
 

Mieke Wensvoort 
Newsletter Editor 
BELMONT 
565 0568 
021 02674227 

Jenny Wigley 
Committee 
LOWER HUTT 

Malcolm Sime 
Committee 
EASTBOURNE 



 

Other roles 

 

  

Joyce Gibson 
Club Almoner 
NEWTOWN 
 

Tony Bouzaid 
Club Auditor 
JOHNSONVILLE 
 

Graham Wigley 
NZ Field 
Representative 
LOWER HUTT 
 

  

 

The Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognise that I can make a difference.  I recognise 
that I have a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. 

As I embark upon this adventure, I know that others are watching me. 

I know that through my example to my own fellow citizens and the people of other nations, 
the cause of friendship, love and peace can be furthered. 

I can make a difference 


