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www.wellington.friendshipforce.co.nz

 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 
28 NOVEMBER 2021, 4.30 PM 

Our AGM, followed by dinner, will be held 
at the 1841 Bar and Bistro, or at Capital 
Rodders in the form of a pot luck dinner. 
It’s all dependent on our COVID level so 
keep watching for further emails. Jaye will 
post out the AGM documents shortly. Let 
her know if you are interested in going on 
to the committee. 

Please come along for some good food 
and fun, while you check out the latest 
Friendship Force goings on. If you would 
like a ride to our annual get-together give 
a friend/committee member a call. 

WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER AND 
NOVEMBER 
By Lynnda Bouzaid 

What, a rocky road 
we are on now, 
with not knowing 
what COVID-Delta 
is going to restrict us on. Unfortunately, 
with limited seating in cafes it has been  

 
impossible for us to have our coffee 
mornings. To make up for this, we had a 
bring-a-plate lunch at my place. Thanks to 
those who came along. We hope you all 
had a great time. 

 Wairarapa Lunch 
Ramble 9 October 

On Saturday 9 October, 
we are hosting Waira-
rapa as part of our lunch 
ramble for this month. It 
is on Saturday instead of 
Friday, so sorry for the short notice, but we 
weren’t sure how Delta was going to affect 
our day. The itinerary will be sent out soon. 
If you are joining us and have not let me 
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know, please do so asap. The day starts 
at 9 am and ends after an early dinner. 

 Wellington Adventure 19 and 20 
November 

This will start with our Friday coffee 
morning. There will be easy and 
easy/medium walks on these days. We 
are visiting places we have not been to 
before or for many, many years. During the 
two days there will be a BBQ and picnic 
lunch. We will have takeaways together on 
one night and Guess who is coming to 
dinner? on another. You are welcome to 
come on all of the activities or just attend 
one activity – your choice. 

 Christmas lunch ramble 11 
December 

Another date for your calendar is Saturday 
11 December for our Christmas lunch 
ramble. More information will follow. By 
then, hopefully, we are back to level one 
which will give us so much more freedom. 

A great big thanks to Mieke, for organising 
our club journey. It was so perfectly timed 
and all twelve of us had an amazing time 
together. Thanks also to the designated 
drivers who got us around and returned 
home safe and sound. I am already 
looking forward to our next club journey. 
The sad news was Daniel passed away, 
so Kaye was not up to coming on the trip. 
Our thoughts are with Kaye and her family. 
Then, Bob ended up in hospital, so Sue 
and Bob had to pull out of the trip. It is 
great to see Bob has recovered and is 
back to his jolly self. 

Keep safe everyone! 

ROGER HALL’S LAST PLAY? 
by Jenny Wigley 

At the end of July, 25 
members had a lovely 
Chinese meal before 
heading off to Circa.  

We are so lucky to have 
Circa Theatre in 
Wellington especially 
when a new Sir Roger Hall Play comes to 
town. Winding Up was played by Ginette 
McDonald and Peter Hayden. 

We all certainly had a lot of laughs, we 
could relate to the plot! A play about a 
couple facing the challenges of retirement, 
cancer and all the lows of ageing. Fifty 
years of marriage dealing with obvious 
dramas and friends dying. They plan of an 
overseas trip to see their wayward son but 
to no avail. The jokes came quick and fast. 

A night with plenty of laughs. 

It was the premier night and Sir Roger Hall 
was escorted up onto the stage to 
compliment the actors and to thank the 
audience for their patronage. 

On reflection one comes away knowing 
that growing old is not as awful as we are 
led to believe as long as we love and are 
loved. Good night out for all! 
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REJUVENATING THE NEW ZEALAND 
FRIENDSHIP FORCE 

World peace begins with you and me, our 
children, friends and neighbours. Being a 
tourist in a foreign land is common, but not 
so many of us get the opportunity to share 
a meal, a story or a home with a friend in 
a foreign land. 

You can contribute to world peace by 
getting the younger New Zealanders in 
your life to experience home hosting 
through the Friendship Force. 

A TRAIN JOURNEY LIKE NO 
OTHER – NORTHERN EXPLORER 
by Tony Green 

In the middle of July, 10 hardy souls from 
our club undertook an excursion by train 
from Wellington to Hamilton and back. It 
was a long weekend away, staying at the 
homes of Hamilton Friendship Force club 
members. 

The wayfarers were Lynnda and Tony, 
John and Ngaire, Malcolm and Barbara, 
Jim and Heather, Mieke and Fred. 

After reveille we fetched up at Wellington 
train station with a 7.55 am departure time. 
It was dark with a decided chill in the air 
when we dashed from Barbara’s house 
and made our way to Epuni station to 
board the local train. 

At Wellington station, Lynnda was in 
charge and held the railway warrants. She 
also pulled rank to ensure that all luggage 
was stowed in the baggage car as there 
was somewhat of a stampede and a crush 
coupled with urgency in the loading. Once 

aboard we were ensconced in our 
allocated seats.  

The train conductor and ancillary crew 
were gay and friendly and told us that we 
could remove our loathsome face masks.  

Our destinations included Paraparaumu, 
Palmerston North, Ohakune, National 
Park, Waitomo, then Frankton at Hamilton. 
One of the defining features of our train 
was the deployment of an open air vista 

viewing car at the rear of the carriage 
assemblage. This enabled tourists to 
enjoy the encumbered views of the 
unrolling scenery with the added noise and 
wind to upgrade the experience. 

In Hamilton we were found by our hosts 
who held forth a very warm welcome to us 
all. We enjoyed the acclaimed and 
illustrious Hamilton gardens which for a 

vehement non gardener such as the 
author were a sight to behold. Each area 
had a theme ranging from a Roman 
Renaissance sunken garden to a 
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spectacular Tudor garden and even a 
Katherine Mansfield garden.  

We then grappled with some 10 pin 
bowling at Hamilton Sky City Casino 
followed by a blowout pizza at the New 
York Pizzeria.  

Our hosts put on dinner for one night and 
then we joined Jim and Heather’s hosts 
next door for a combined buffet dinner. 
Jim’s host was an ex NZ railway man and 
relayed lots of stories and photos of his 
illustrious career. 

Our return journey was the same as the 
initial journey only in reverse. We ascend 
the Central Plateau with the train 
squealing around the tight curves of the 
historic Raurimu Spiral. It was designed in 
1898 to make the 139-metre ascent onto 
the plateau possible without a lengthy 
diversion. 

As we travel through National Park, the 
volcanic cone of Ngauruhoe, almost came 
into view. Further on the massive peak of 
Ruapehu looms through the clouds as the 
train skirts around Tongariro National 
Park. 

Traversing the southern tip of the Central 
Plateau is strikingly flat and straight. This 
smoothness is by dint of a series of 
viaducts that bridge deep ravines carved 
by rivers forming on the slopes of 
Ruapehu. The greatest of these viaducts 
are Makatote 79m tall and with a span of 
262m, Hapuawhenua 51m high and 414m 
long and Manganui-o-te-Ao 34m tall. The 
latter was completed last in 1908 and 
finally connected Auckland to Wellington 
by train. An obelisk on the western bank 
just north of the viaduct marks the spot 
where the opening ceremony took place. 

Next we encounter the high of the Rangipo 
Desert, and although it is not officially a 
desert, it is as inhospitable and barren as 
any place on earth. This treeless void is 
used for training for Waiouru Military 
Camp. 

We then follow the distinctive cliffs of the 
Rangitikei River in a narrow gorge with 
several sharp horseshoe bends and 
negotiate five towering viaducts. 

The final stretch of this marathon scenic 
journey sees us clinging to rugged cliffs of 
the Kapiti Coast before easing into our 
twinkling harbour side capital city, 
Wellington. Our arrival is perfectly timed 
with the descent of early evening when the 
city's boutique bars and worldly 
restaurants come to life. 



 

5 
 

INTRODUCING BARBARA 
MORRISON 

A Mainlander by birth 
and a 3rd and 4th 
generation kiwi. 

Born in Nelson and 
brought up and 
educated in Dunedin. 
I married in 1970 and 
moved to Auckland 

and finally settled in the Hutt Valley in 
1979. 

Following my schooling, I started work in 
the Government Tourist Bureau, initially in 
Dunedin, and then in Auckland. 

I had always wanted to go teaching and I 
eventually trained as a primary school 
teacher as a mature student at the 
Wellington College of Education. Trained 
as a reading recovery teacher, I enjoyed 
teaching at different schools across the 
Hutt Valley. Now I do some relief teaching 
at schools in the Hutt area. 

I have three children and seven 
grandchildren. They live in three Islands. 
My son Mark and his family in 
Christchurch, James and his family in the 
West Island (Perth Australia) and my 
daughter Carley and her family here in 
Wellington. 

As my grandchildren are now at school 
age, I enjoy following their chosen sports. 
My other interests include harriers, 
tramping and walking, travel, knitting and 
crafts, and theatre. 

IN MEMORIAM 

It is with great sadness 
that we farewell Danny 
Vaka’utu who joined  
Wellington Friendship in 
2019. Danny and his wife 
Kaye were just about to 
embark on their first 
journey with our club 

when Danny was suddenly taken from us. 
They were excited about joining Te Kahui 
Maunga in New Plymouth, with Danny 
quick to join the Whatsapp group saying 
he was looking forward to our adventure.  
We wish Kaye much strength at this 
difficult time, especially now we are again 
in another COVID lockdown. We hope that 
Kaye will join us in the not too distant 
future to share a friendship journey so that 
we can support her and that she can enjoy 
the friendship our club brings. 

COVID THOUGHTS 

2020 and 2021 are unforgettable years, 
they taught us: that when ordinary things 
suddenly are no longer normal, to realize 
how special ordinary things are: 

 we learned to live without a busy 
schedule, without appointments, trips, 
concerts, travel 

 we learned to enjoy simple things 
 we learned to smile with our eyes, 
 we learned to discover our own country 
 we learned to become an expert in 

digital 'meeting' 
 we learned how vulnerable we are and 

what is most important in our life. 
 With these lessons we are definitely 

done for the year to come! And if we 
can then hold each other back, be 
together with those who are dear to us, 
then this will certainly be a great year! 

Thank you Jenny for sharing this message 
from your friend! 
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TE KAHUI MAUNGA –MAJESTIC 
NORTH ISLAND MOUNTAINS 
By Mieke Wensvoort 

As our vans make their way up the Kapiti 
Coast the weather turned springlike. There 
is sunshine and delightfully scattered early 
blossoms. With the excitement of the 
mountains to come it is a great start for our 
journey. 

Our first stop is a walk along the canal at 
Pariharakeke where Lynnda tells us about 
Foxton’s early flax economy in which her 
grandfather played an important part. 
(Note:  Kate is taking the snaps). 

Following coffee and fresh scones at our 
own takeway café, we’re off to 
Whanganui. 

We stop at the Foxton windmill complex to 
look through Te Awahou Niewe Stroom, to 
take in some Kiwi/Maori/Dutch stories. 
There is some coverage of the early flax 
economy. The visit is short but worthwhile 

– unusual architure, jandels, clogs, tulips 
and about 50 brightly coloured BBQ’s 
hanging on the wall. Now wishing I had a 
picture of them. 

Our next stop is the Ratana Church. Inside 
we find large wall paintings of the sun (ra), 
the moon (mahina) and the stars (whetu), 
reflecting an eastern flavour through the 
half moon and star. 

Interestingly, there are some little dog 
statues on the church walls. Would be nice 
to know their significance? 
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We arrive in Whanganui in time for the 
market which unfortunately became a 
COVID casualty just before our departure. 
Still, the river city is, as always, romantic. 

Our visit is too short to take in the 
museums, but there is interesting art on 
the building walls with a masterpiece by 
Collier, a Whanganui treasure. 

We take pleasure in the old buildings and 
browse the glass and pottery art. Some of 
us can’t resist the tempations buying rings 
and tea pots. 

Following the obligatory walk at Virginia 
Lake, we meet up for drinks and nibbles 
with FF Whanganui at the pretty Bason 
Reserve! Thank you Denise Gordon! 

We travel to Bushy Park earlier than 
intended. Thank you COVID for causing 
our dinner switch from Whanganui to the 
homestead at Bushy Park – a predator-
free bird sanctuary. We are treated like 
kings and queens. When were you last 
offered a complimentary port after dinner? 

Some of us are already thinking about 
coming back here! Not only are the large 
trees in this untouched forest amazing, the 
place has a peacefulness about it, with 
wonderfully welcoming open fires. 

The next day, the pandemic interruptions 
lead us to Te Popo Statue Garden instead 
of Tewhiti Museum. So many fun, bronze-
like animals to be seen here. 

Next, we rush back to Hawera for a 
catchup with some 20 members of the 
South Taranaki FF. Kevin Dwyer has 
arranged a most delicious lunch at Diane 
and Ian Ward’s place. Thank you so much 
for your wonderful hosting! 
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The brilliant weather continues as we start 
to make our way to Mount Egmont via 
Opunaki. We walk on the beach and stroll 
through the Secret Cliff Top Gardens. 

We also pay homage to Opunaki’s Peter 
Snell and try as we may to find it, their 
mosaic chair eludes us. 

Hippo having a swim at Te Popo Gardens. 

Just as we get closer to Mt Egmont, the 
rain becomes more regular and misty. We 
get to see a little white peak of the 
mountain surrounded by a ring of mist. 

By the time we hit Mt Egmont Village, its 
pouring rain and freezing cold. The alpine 
centre gives us shelter while we drink hot 
coffee and eat delicious Belgium biscuits. 
Donning our masks we view videos of the 
mountain: 
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I guess we’ll come back and try our luck 
another time. In the next newsletter we will 
have snaps of our stop at Parihake, the 
unbelievable Te Henui Cemetary, the 
Forgotten Highway and the North Island 
central mountains. 

NEWS FROM OUR FIELD 
REPRESENTATIVES  

 2022 National Gathering: 18-21 
March 

Our next national 
gathering is being held at 
MiCamp on the southern 
shores of Lake Taupo. This 
venue has very similar facilities to El 
Rancho. Thank you to the Taupo Club who 
have offered to assist with this event. It will 
replace our usual bi-annual conference, 
and will include some business sessions 
along with fun and games. 

 Message from Graham Wigley 

Your field representatives have been in 
discussions on your behalf with Jeremi 
Snook, the FFI Chief Executive Officer, in 
regards to: ‘Friends of the club’ or social 
members, and responding to the proposed 
fee structure for 2022. 

We are endeavouring to find a solution 
which provides financial support for FFI 
while allowing our clubs to continue with 
our domestic travel as COVID keeps us in 
New Zealand.  Note that journeys already 
planned for 2022 will retain the 2021 fee 
rate. 

A new committee has been formed to 
advance the concept of global 
membership which is to be a pilot scheme 
run in New Zealand. This scheme would 
allow people to participate in Friendship 
Force from areas where there are no 
existing clubs. 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE INTER-
NATIONAL MEMBER PORTAL 

Full members of Wellington 
Friendship Force are encouraged to 
get a member-ship number from 
Friendship Force International. The 
portal: 
 connects you directly to FF 

International, 
 allocates you a member number, and 
 keeps a record of your journeys and 

membership information as we go 
forward. 

FF International advises that the online 
experience was developed with you in 
mind. They wanted something to sit 
alongside how we already work with our 
members. A simple, clear tool that will 
eventually house all our member 
resources and exclusive member-only 
content and keep you up to speed with 
news from FF International and around the 
world. The minimum information required 
to sign up is your name, club, and email 
address. You do need an individual 
email address to sign up. 

JOURNEYS FOR 2022  

International inwards: 
 In 2022, West 

Kentucky is down for a 
visit to New Zealand, 
as is Hobart, 
combined with 
Tamworth. 

International outwards: 
 Brisbane has offered to 

host 9 people from our club 
in 2022. 

UP-COMING CLUB EVENTS 

We have already started looking at 
possible club tours for next year. The first 
definite one to mark in your diary is: 

 Turangi-Taupo-Hawke's Bay trip: 
15-24 March 2022. 



 

10 
 

Going with the recent Olympic Games 
theme, depending on how much time you 
can spare away, the following will be on 
offer: 

 The Gold Tour covers the full dates 15-
24 March, and so includes both the 
Silver and Bronze tours. 

 The Silver Tour covers the dates 18 to 
24 March. 

 The Bronze Tour covers only the dates 
18 to 21 March, when the National 
Gathering will be at the campsite 
complex near the southern shores of 
Lake Taupo. 

For the nights 15 to 17 March, we shall be 
based in Turangi, and sleep there, 
probably in holiday homes. 

From Turangi we head north towards 
Taupo and attend the National Gathering, 
where we sleep in lodge style 
accommodation for the nights 18 to 20 
March.  

Then on Monday 21 March we shall drive 
to Hawke's Bay, staying in holiday homes 
or motels, before returning home about 4-
5 pm on Thursday 24 March. 

 South Island scenic train tour - 
July 2022. 

Following the success of the recent scenic 
train trip to Hamilton, we are now making 
plans for a South Island trip next July. The 
thinking at this stage is: 

 Ferry to Picton. 
 Coastal Pacific train from Picton to 

Christchurch, on a Wednesday, then 
overnight in Christchurch. 

 Tranz Alpine train from Christchurch to 
Greymouth on a Thursday.  

 Overnight in Greymouth, then the 
return Tranz Alpine train back to 
Christchurch on Friday. 

 Two to three days in Christchurch, 
before flying home, or stay on and do 
your own thing. 

 As the July rail schedule is not yet out, 
depending upon the days the Coastal 
Pacific train departs Picton, we may 
need to re-juggle the above. The key 
thing is to note that the three train trips 
will be included, in this tour. 

More details will follow as these club tours 
are developed, but in the meantime, if you 
have any thoughts, ideas, suggestions for 
a club journey, or to pencilling in any of the 
above, contact Malcolm Sime at 
malcolms@esgasiapacific.com or ring him 
on 021-409-367. 

MEMBERSHIP BIRTHDAYS 
September 
Margaret Brown 
John Dunford 
Jasmine Howey 
Malcolm Sime 
October 
Bernie Blackwell 
Judith Clarke 
Anthony Alfred Green  
Christina McFarlane 
Jill Vrede 

2021 PLAN – OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 

9 October Saturday - hosting Wairarapa, combined with lunch ramble. Starts at 
9 am at Waterloo Station – ring Lynnda now if you’re joining in! 

24 October Sunday 7pm - committee meeting 
19-20 November Friday/Saturday - Wellington Adventure – starts at 10.30 am with 

coffee 
28 November Sunday 4.30 pm – AGM and dinner – venue to be confirmed 
11 December Saturday - lunch ramble – hosts Mieke and Lynnda 
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Committee 2021 

 
 

   

Lynnda Bouzaid 
President 
JOHNSONVILLE 
478 5963 
021 596 632 

Jaye Howey 
Secretary 
FAIRFIELD 
938 5508 
027 249 2508 

Garry Peak 
Treasurer 
WOBURN 

Sir John Clarke 
Committee 
NAENAE 
 

Lady Kathleen 
Clarke, Committee 
NAENAE 
 

 
 

   

Tony Green 
Committee 
BELMONT 

Heather 
Salmond 
Committee 
WOBURN 
 

Mieke Wensvoort 
Newsletter Editor 
BELMONT 
565 0568 
021 02674227 

Jenny Wigley 
Committee 
LOWER HUTT 

Malcolm Sime 
Committee 
EASTBOURNE 

Other roles 

 

  

Joyce Gibson 
Club Almoner 
NEWTOWN 
 

Tony Bouzaid 
Club Auditor 
JOHNSONVILLE 
 

Graham Wigley 
NZ Field 
Representative 
LOWER HUTT 
 

  

 

The Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognise that I can make a difference.  I recognise 
that I have a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. 

As I embark upon this adventure, I know that others are watching me. 

I know that through my example to my own fellow citizens and the people of other nations, 
the cause of friendship, love and peace can be furthered. 

I can make a difference 


