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BRUNCH IN BLUME 
22 JANUARY 2022 TUNNEL 
GULLY RAMBLE 

Meet at 10 am for brunch in 
Café Blume, 14 Main 
Street, Upper Hutt. 

Ramble includes a walk or 
stroll. At 11.45 am meet at 
Tunnel Gully, Plateau Rd, 
Upper Hutt, for a beautiful bush walk to 
walk off the kai you have just eaten. RSVP 
to Lynnda by 18 January. 

YOUR 2022 CLUB COMMITTEE 

Welcome back: 
Lynnda Bouzaid, President 
Mieke Wensvoort, Vice–President 
Anthony (aka Fred) Green, Treasurer 
Jaye Howie, Secretary 
Kathy Clark, Committee 
Jenny Wigley, Committee and Almoner 
Malcolm Sime, Committee 
Tony Bouzaid, Auditor 

A special welcome to our new committee 
members Christina McFarlane, Jill Vrede 
and Barbara Morrison. And, ‘thank you so 
much’ to Sir 
John, Heather 
Salmon and Gary 
Peak for their 
service on the 
committee. 

 
COFFEE WITH 
KATHY 

25 February 
coffee morning 10.30 am 

Our next coffee morning will be at the 
Picnic Café Rose Gardens, 101 Glenmore 
Street, Thorndon. We hope to see you 
there. Friends and prospective members 
are very welcome. 

WELCOME TO 2022 

Summer has truly 
come. I have been 
out in the garden 
most days. Now 
off camping until 
the 18th. 

We don't know what this year will bring but 
we will ensure, as a committee, that you 
will have plenty of opportunities to get 
together. 

There is a Wellington FF trip in March, to 
and from this year’s national gathering: it 
will be lots of fun and Christchurch 
members may join us. 

We are also planning to visit Christchurch 
FF sometime a the middle of the year. This 
may include train trips (if they are running). 

Around September/October Kempsey, 
New South Wales, is hoping to visit. Other 
plans also include a day trip by train to 
Wairarapa. A day where we invite Kapiti to 
join us. 

Included this month 
 1st ramble of the year 

 February Coffee meeting 

 Your 2022 club committee 

 President’s report 

 Top of the South Island 

 More Mountain Magic 

 COVID-19 traffic light system 

 Draft 2022 planner 
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If you have any ideas or would like to run 
an event for our club you are very 
welcome. Jill ran a fantastic petanque day 
for us. Tony and I have bought a set away 
to improve our game, haha. 

All the best everyone! Keep safe and 
healthy 

TOP OF THE SOUTH ISLAND – 
NOVEMBER 2021 
By Tony Bouzaid 

In early November, seven of our club went 
on a week–long trip with Pete from the 
Christchurch Friendship Force as our 
driver and tour guide. There were 18 of us. 
Our lot included – Mieke & Fred, Christina, 
Jill, Jeanette, Lynnda and myself. We had 
a fantastic time! 

We started in Christchurch where the hotel 
gave us a complementary drink and 
straight away our group gelled over dinner. 

Here are some of my highlights. 

For those of you who have not been on 
tour with Pete you are missing something. 
He is a fund of knowledge from his life 
experiences with farming, tour guiding and 
sport. Everyone felt confident with his 
driving. Here he is navigating the tricky 
mountain road on our way to French Pass. 

 Pete worked on a farm in this area when 
he was a lad. The scenery is fantastic. He 
stopped for us to take photos and do a bit 
of exploring. 

On some nights we had a quiz or 
challenge. I found this piece of log under 
the French Pass 
Wharf and named 
it the French Pass 
Trophy and 
awarded it for the 
funniest or silliest 
thing for the day. 
Some people tried 
very hard to win it: 
like burning her 
toast and setting the motel alarm off, 
another, wondering why it was so dark 
when she started playing cards at night – 
only to be told she still had her sunglasses 
on. We had so much fun that Ellie from 
Napier wants to join Wellington FF as she 
liked us so much (update – she has 
already paid her sub).  

Some of us wore our Wellington polo shirt 
one night – here is Mieke trying to organise 
us for a group photo. 
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Getting to French Pass was an adventure: 
through bush, trees, then farmland on the 
ridge with farm animals and spectacular 
views. It really is remote which makes it 
fantastic – 2½ hour bus drive from Rai 
Valley. We had lunch at one of the views. 

We travelled on the road which has lots of 
views of the pass where water rushes 
between the mainland and D’Urville 
Island. 

The village of French Pass has only 12 
buildings. It is quaint, fascinating and fun 
to explore. 

We stayed two nights at French Pass – the 
weather was very windy but calmed on the 
final morning for us to get out in the boat 
and go through the pass both ways (we did 
it!) and got up close to D’Urville Island 
which is very big. There were lots of walks 
for us keen explorers – it was so good to 
get close to look at the waters at the pass, 
which were forever changing. 

We visited Abel Tasman National Park. 
Most did the boat trip, while four of us 
walked the last four hours through bush 
with beaches and great scenery. We saw 
the much photographed Split Apple Rock 
and could almost touch it from the boat.A 
great place for photos and a wander along 
the tracks.  

There was excitement in the air as we 
boarded the guided tour bus in 
Collingwood for Farewell Spit.  

We were so lucky as the guide told us it is 
windy there 240 days a year, and we had 
a calm day. How long is the Spit? – that 
depends if the tide is in, or out – it makes 
10 kilometres difference. The start is 
spectacular with the arc standing tall (see 
top of page 5), as we looked on from 
another ridge and looked out to the 
Tasman Sea. And, with binoculars, I 
spotted several whale spouts. Well, I had 
to be told where to look. There are lots of 
fossils to check out. 
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If you think Farewell Spit is a stony beach, 
you are so wrong. It is a sand bar, at times 
kilometres wide. As the sun was going 
down late in the afternoon, we ventured to 
the tallest sand dune – we felt like men on 
the moon as our shadows and footprints 
showed. 

There are birds, but not the thousands I 
had expected. We truly were at the top of 
the south – we were at the same latitude 
as Foxton and north of Levin. And we were 
well west of Mt Taranaki and New 
Plymouth.  Lynnda and I have travelled the 
South Island many times – we had never 
been to this amazing place which was 
stunning. 

Pupu Springs near Takaka are amazing. 
Millions of gallons of clear water gushes to 
the surface from somewhere underneath. 
The trek over the Takaka Hills was also 
some achievement with incredible views. 

Most nights we went to a local restaurant, 
but on two nights, Lynnda and Heather 
Ponder (from Christchurch) bought the 
food for an outdoor dinner – at Motueka 
Garden Motels where our 10-pin bowling 
friends, Vince and Carol, hosted us and 
Vince ran a quiz. The other outdoor dinner 
was at Takaka with our sunnies on. 

Some nights a group of us played cards – 
‘up and down the river’ – and we had a 
great laugh. 

Hanmer is another special place. We had 
two swims, well, lounges in the heated 
pools. The town has cut down several big 
redwoods from outside the pools – the 
walk through the reserve is a must-do to 
spot all the animals the carver has made 
from the trees (photo on page 6). 



 

6 
 

The trip ended in Christchurch with a flight 
home. We had made lots of new friends. 
Seen lots of amazing sites. We should be 
proud of the country we live in. So many 
things are free to view. There were no 
foreign tourist pushing to get the best 
views. I highly recommend you go on one 
of Pete’s trips. I understand he is doing two 
more. I hope you enjoyed reading my 
highlights package. Go see for yourself! 

TE KAHUI MAUNGA – MOUNTAIN 
MAGIC CONTINUED 
By Mieke Wensvoort 

As the Te Kahui Maugna team made their 
way to the Forgotten Highway they visited 
a most amazing cemetary – Te Henui – on 
the edge of New Plymouth. 

Look at the view of Mt Egmont on the right. 
Presumably this is from Te Henui 
cemetary. With, or without that view, Te 
Henui is so worth a visit, especially in the 
summer or spring. 

Our next stop was lunch in Stratford on the 
way to the Forgotten Highway and Hotel 
Whangamomona – home of New 
Zealand’s republic. 

  



 

7 
 

We cosied up to the fire in the  
Whangamomona hotel and enjoyed a 
delicious dinner followed by entertainment 
led by our quiz master – Tony Bouzaid. 
And the winners were: 

The sights on the Forgotten Highway 
included many interesting tunnels and 
fantastic bush-lined saddles: 

Moki tunnel 

A gorgeous place on the Forgotten 
Highway. 

Below the spectacular Damper Falls. The 
chamber in which the water lands is quite 
amazing and the photo does not do it full 
justice. There is a delightful farm and bush 
walk to these falls which are just off the 
Forgotten Highway. 

Malcolm rescued this 
lamb on the way back: 

Taumarunui welcomed 
us at the end of the long 
drive and following a 
Thai dinner, the card 
sharks were at it again. 
Sally, Jeanette and Jaye were introduced 
to the card game ‘up and down the river’. 
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Our final day was spent visiting Mount 
Ruepehu, followed by a night at the 
Chateau. We had a ride on the Sky Waka 
and then, wearing masks, we socially 
distanced in one of the mountain 
restaurants. 

IMPLEMENTING THE COVID-19 
TRAFFIC LIGHT SYSTEM 

Below Lynnda’s recent email regarding 
COVID-19: 

‘’Dear Members, I have thought very hard 
about how we can implement the COVID 
traffic light system for members of 
Wellington Friendship Force. 

At the moment I do not think we need to 
have a special general meeting to work 
through this as we are very much 
governed by what is set down under the 
government’s traffic light system. 

For the foreseeable future I will let you 
know if our event is a mandated or non-
mandated activity. That way you will know 
what is required of us. While in ‘orange’ 
you must have a proper and full vaccine 
pass to enter a mandated place. In a non-
mandated place you will have to keep safe 
distances of 1 metre apart and wear 
masks when inside. 

In the case of home hosting you will have 
the opportunity to choose either fully 
vaccinated ambassadors or, if you don’t 
mind, non-vaccinated ambassadors. 
Keeping this in mind – when we go on 

events the traffic system rules for 
mandated and non-mandated places will 
apply. 

We need to be fair and inclusive of our 
members, but we also need to make sure 
we follow the rules with honesty, respect 
and integrity. 

We can only move week by week or month 
by month in accordance to the colour of 
the light we are in and what is required by 
places we go to. I hope this helps with any 
concerns you may have.  Cheers, Lynnda” 

NEWS FROM GRAHAM WIGLEY, 
OUR FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 

Wairarapa Cycling Tour: 
this tour is now planned to 
proceed on 1, 2 and 3 
April. That is, 2 nights 
home hosting in the 

Wairarapa on 1 and 2 April. 

The tour aims to introduce people to the 
Friendship Force. It includes a two-day 
home hosting with the Wairarapa 
Friendship Force club members and 
opportunities to share about FF journey 
experiences. 

Our club will arrange home hosting on 
Thursday 31 March for people from the 
Wairarapa or further afield in Wellington so 
that they can join in the Rimutaka Rail Trail 
cycle ride on Friday 1 April – early the next 
morning. The train departs Waterloo 
station at 8:40 a.m. The bike ride 
commences at 9:04 a.m. from Maymorn 
Station. 

It is likely that the bike ride, including a 
picnic lunch, will take a leisurely 4 to 5 
hours. After this, a pick up, by say 
Rimutaka Shuttles, is envisaged to deliver 
the group with bikes to their next location 
in the Wairarapa. The programme from 
here is being planned by the Wairarapa 
Friendship Force. 
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On Sunday 3 April, the train departs 
Masterton for Wellington in the late 
afternoon. If you can think of people 
interested in experiencing Friendship 
Force let me know (027-4847446). More 
information will come available shortly. 

INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNEYS FOR 2022 ?? 

Australia inwards: 
 Kempsey, New South Wales, hope to 

visit in September or October. 
International outwards: 
 Brisbane has offered to host 9 people 

from our club in 2022. 

UP-COMING CLUB EVENTS 

Last year we already started looking at 
possible club tours for 2022. The first 
definite one to mark in your diary is: 

 Turangi–Taupo–Hawke's Bay 
trip: 15 to 24 March 2022. 

Staying with last year’s Olympic Games 
theme, depending on how much time you 
can spare away, the following will be on 
offer: 

 The Gold Tour covers the full dates 15 
to 24 March, and so includes both the 
Silver and Bronze tours. 

 The Silver Tour covers the dates 18 to 
24 March. 

 The Bronze Tour covers only the dates 
18 to 21 March, when the National 
Gathering will be at the campsite 
complex near the southern shores of 
Lake Taupo. 

For the nights 15 to 17 March, we shall be 
based in Turangi, and sleep there, 
probably in holiday homes. 

From Turangi we head north towards 
Taupo and attend the National Gathering, 
where we sleep in lodge style 

accommodation for the nights 18 to 20 
March.  

Then on Monday 21 March we shall drive 
to Hawke's Bay, staying in holiday homes 
or motels, before returning home about 4 
to 5 pm on Thursday 24 March. 

 South Island scenic train tour – 
July 2022. 

Following the success of the scenic train 
trip to Hamilton last year, we made a plan 
for a South Island trip this July: 

 Ferry to Picton. 
 Coastal Pacific train from Picton to 

Christchurch, on a Wednesday, then 
overnight in Christchurch. 

 
 Tranz Alpine train from Christchurch to 

Greymouth on a Thursday.  
 Overnight in Greymouth, then the 

return Tranz Alpine train back to 
Christchurch on Friday. 

 Two to three days in Christchurch, 
before flying home, or stay on and do 
your own thing. 

 As the July rail schedule is not yet out, 
depending upon the days the Coastal 
Pacific train departs Picton, we may 
need to re–juggle the above. The key 
thing is to note that the three train trips 
will be included, in this tour. 

The committee is meeting on 30 January 
to further develop our programme for 
2022. Talk to a committee member if you 
have any thoughts, ideas, suggestions for 
a club journey, or contact Malcolm Sime at 
malcolms@esgasiapacific.com (phone: 
021-409367). 
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DRAFT 2022 PLAN – PUT THE FIRST FOUR DATES IN 
YOUR CALENDAR  

22 January Saturday: Brunch at Blume – host Lynnda 
30 January Sunday 6.30 pm - committee meeting/takeaway dinner at Lynnda’s 
25 February Friday 10.30 am - Coffee morning – Picnic Café Rose Gardens – 

host Kathy 
15-24 March Turangi-Taupo trip before and after National Gathering 
18-21 March National FF New Zealand Gathering 
? March Committee meeting 
1-3 April Wairarapa Cycling Tour 
16 April Saturday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Jaye. 
? May Committee meeting 
20 May Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
17 June Saturday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Graham 
 For wintertime Graham to find a theatre performance for us. 
 Perhaps Ngaire find Operatunity visit as well 
? June/July Train journeys ? and visit to Christchurch Friendship Force 
? June Committee meeting 
16 July Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
? August Committee meeting 
20 August Saturday 10.30 am - lunch ramble – host Lynnda 
Sep/Oct Kempsey, New South Wales FF 
? September Committee meeting 
16 September Friday 10.30 am -coffee morning – host Kathy 
22 October Saturdayday 10.30 am - lunch ramble hosts Tony and Tony 
? October Committee meeting 
18 November Friday 10.30 am - coffee morning – host Kathy 
27 November Sunday 4.30 pm – AGM and dinner – venue to be confirmed 
11 December Saturday 10.30 am – Xmas lunch ramble – host required 

Committee 2022 

  
 

  

Lynnda Bouzaid 
President 
JOHNSONVILLE 
478 5963 
021 596 632 

Mieke Wensvoort 
Vice–President, 
Newsletter 
BELMONT 
04–565 0568 
021 02674227 

Jaye Howey 
Secretary 
FAIRFIELD 
938 5508 
027 249 2508 

Tony Green 
Treasurer 
BELMONT  

Lady Kathleen 
Clarke, 
Committee 
NAENAE 
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Jenny Wigley 
Committee and Club 
Almoner 
LOWER HUTT 

Malcolm Sime 
Committee 
EASTBOURNE 

Christina 
McFarlane 
Committee 
PETONE 

Jill Vrede 
Committee 
LOWER HUTT 

Barbara Morrison 
Committee 
EPUNI 

Other roles 

 

   

Tony Bouzaid 
Club Auditor 
JOHNSONVILLE  

Graham Wigley 
NZ Field 
Representative 
LOWER HUTT 
 

   

 

The Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognise that I can make a difference.  I recognise 
that I have a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. 

As I embark upon this adventure, I know that others are watching me. 

I know that through my example to my own fellow citizens and the people of other nations, 
the cause of friendship, love and peace can be furthered. 

I can make a difference 


